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Se e ds  h ave  a s p e cial p lace  in th e  s truggle  for food s ove re ignty. Th e s e  s m all 
grains  are  th e  bas is  for th e  future . Th e y s h ap e , at e ach  life  cycle , w h at k inds  of 
food p e op le  e at, h ow  it is  grow n, and w h o grow s  it. But s e e ds  are  als o a ve s s e l 
th at carrie s  th e  p as t, th e  accum ulate d vis ion, k now le dge  and p ractice s  of farm -
ing com m unitie s  w orldw ide  th at ove r th ous ands  of ye ars  cre ate d th e  bas is  of all 
th at s us tains  us  today.
Our Se e ds , Our Future  

La Vía Cam p e s ina
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Seeds in resistance

Agriculture started over 10,000 
years ago, from a seed. 
ThatThat seed became thousands of 
seeds, which diversified, were 
shared,  traveled around the world, 
and ultimately became the basis of 
our food supply. 



But... 
In the mid-twentieth century, new intellectual property rights over seeds
started to cause problems. The United States took the first step by pro-
moting the development of industrial agriculture. It transferred control 
over agriculture to a handful of corporations. 

Seeds in resistance
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Seeds in resistance



Se e ds  in re s is tance
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Se e ds  w e re  allow e d to be  m onop oliz e d by corp orations  h olding ne w  
inte lle ctual p rop e rty righ ts , s uch  as  p ate nts  and p lant bre e de r’s  righ ts .
Th is  is  carrie d out by forcing countrie s  to us e  th e  UPOV s tandars .
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Se e ds  in re s is tance

Th e re  are  als o ne w  ce rtification s tandards  th at give  s e e d com p anie s  
control ove r th e  s e e d s y s te m . Th e s e  s tandards  s ay  th at th e  only  s e e ds  
th at are  le gal and allow e d to circulate  are  ce rtifie d and re gis te re d 
s e e ds , e ve n if th e y  are n’t th e  be s t or h e alth ie s t varie tie s .



Seeds in resistance
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And native seeds are attacked. Farmers who save, share, give, sell, or 
trade them are criminalised.
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Seeds in resistance
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They resist whenever peasants regain their land, and they are seeds of 
hope for a better life.
They resist when they are part of the struggle for food sovereignty, 
indeed central to that struggle.

no to the 
latifundios.

NO TO THE 
EXPROPRIATION 

OF SEEDS
no to the 

GMOs






