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In 2012, GRAIN published The great food robbery. We thought it was high time to do a sequel.
Over 25 years, GRAIN has worked with social movements and organisations around the
world to defend local food systems and cultures from the advance of industrial agriculture.
Our work has also involved connecting this analysis to larger issues affecting the planet,
linking peoples’ struggles situated within the food system to those happening in other areas.
Climate change is one important example of this. The great climate robbery explains how
the industrial food system is a major driver of climate change and how food sovereignty is
critical to any lasting and just solution. With governments, particularly those from the main
polluting countries, abdicating their responsibility to deal with the problem, it has become
critical for people to take action into their own hands. Changing the food system is perhaps
the most important and effective place to start. This book shows you how.
We hope this book will help readers to understand better the ways in which corporations
seek to increase their control over the food system so that this control can be more
effectively challenged. We hope it will inspire people to take action and we hope that it will
provide readers with information and analysis that they can use directly in their own work.
Contents
1. Food & climate change: the forgotten link
• How the industrial food system
contributes to the climate crisis
• Food sovereignty: five steps to cool the planet
• The Exxons of agriculture
• How REDD+ projects undermine peasant farming
and real solutions to climate change
• Trade deals boosting climate change: the food factor
2. Hungry for land
• The solution to climate change is in our lands
• Family farm stories are not the fairy
tales we’re being told
• Hungry for land: small farmers feed the world with
less than a quarter of all farmland
• Squeezing Africa dry: behind every
land grab is a water grab
• Asia’s agrarian reform in reverse: laws taking
land out of small farmers’ hands
• The landgrabbers of the Nacala Corridors
• Socially responsible farmland investment:
a growing trap

3. The struggle for seeds
• Seed laws that criminalise farmers
• Trade deals and farmers’ seeds
• GMOs: feeding or fooling the world?
• Yvapuruvu Declaration: seed laws – resisting
dispossession
4. Controlling the food system
• Corporations replace peasants in China’s
new food security agenda
• Defending people’s milk in India
• Food sovereignty for sale: supermarkets
and dwindling people’s power over food
and farming in Asia
• How does the Gates Foundation spend its
money to feed the world?
• Planet palm oil: peasants pay the price
for cheap vegetable oil
• Free trade and Mexico’s junk food epidemic

Published by Daraja Press (Africa/Europe/US),
Tulika Books (India) and Spinifex Press (Australia/NZ).
Buy the English book online at: https://www.createspace.com/5820633
French and Spanish editions will be available in January 2016.
For more information, contact GRAIN: grain@grain.org • https://www.grain.org/e/5354

