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            <p>
	&nbsp;</p>
<p>
	<a class="fancybox" style="display: none;"  data-fancybox="gallery"  data-caption="Civil society organisations express their opposition to ChemChina's bid to acquire Syngenta. (Photo: China Business News)" href="/media/BAhbBlsHOgZmSSJcMjAxNi8wMi8yNS8yMV8xOF8wNV84NTVfQ2hlbUNoaW5hX2FuZF9TeW5nZW50YV9oYXNfYW5uX3Bob3RvX2J5X0NoaW5hX0J1c2luZXNzX05ld3MuanBnBjoGRVQ"><img alt="Civil society organisations express their opposition to ChemChina's bid to acquire Syngenta. (Photo: China Business News)" class="right" src="/media/BAhbB1sHOgZmSSJcMjAxNi8wMi8yNS8yMV8xOF8wNV84NTVfQ2hlbUNoaW5hX2FuZF9TeW5nZW50YV9oYXNfYW5uX3Bob3RvX2J5X0NoaW5hX0J1c2luZXNzX05ld3MuanBnBjoGRVRbCDoGcDoKdGh1bWJJIgkzMDB4BjsGVA" style="margin: 10px 10px 10px 10px; float: right;" title="Civil society organisations express their opposition to ChemChina's bid to acquire Syngenta. (Photo: China Business News)" /></a>The undersigned representatives of civil society organisations convey our concerns and express our opposition to what would be the biggest acquisition by a Chinese company to date&mdash;ChemChina&#39;s bid to acquire Syngenta for USD 43 billion (around RMB 300 billion) in February 2016.</p>
<p>
	We are concerned about this acquisition because Syngenta Corporation is the inventor and primary manufacturer of the world&rsquo;s highly hazardous agrochemicals, including atrazine and paraquat.</p>
<p>
	Many scientists, including a number of Chinese researchers, are increasingly concerned about the herbicide atrazine (known as&nbsp;<em>xiu qu jin</em>&nbsp;in China) due to its impacts on human health and ecosystems. It is a known &ldquo;endocrine disruptor&rdquo; that can damage reproductive systems and increase the risk of certain cancers. In 2005 atrazine was banned in the European Union.[1]</p>
<p>
	There are currently over 600 herbicide products containing atrazine registered in China. Paraquat (known as&nbsp;<em>bai cao ku</em>&nbsp;in China) is another highly hazardous herbicide that Syngenta sells globally under the name Gramoxone. It is one of the most widely used herbicides in the world even though it has been banned in 36 countries due to its negative accumulative health impacts such as eye injury, skin burn and irritation even death.[2]&nbsp; &nbsp;</p>
<p>
	Although the Chinese regulatory departments announced that China would stop sales of paraquat beginning 1 July, 2016[3] we have learned that China Paraquat output is expected to grow nearly 6% in the next four years[4]&nbsp;and Syngenta Nantong is proceeding to expand its 4,000 tonne/year output of paraquat to 10,000 tonnes/year.[5]</p>
<p>
	Over the past decade, we have witnessed with much concern how six multinationals, including Syngenta, have taken control of more than 75% of the world&rsquo;s high-tech seed and pesticide markets. The increased control of these multinationals has led to the rapid erosion of farmers&rsquo; seed systems and public breeding programs.</p>
<p>
	As a country of origin for soybeans, China was self-sufficient in the crop until 1995. Since then, however, soybean imports have skyrocketed&mdash;from 1.1 million tonnes in 1996 to 81.69 million tonnes in 2015&mdash;with most of the imports consisting of GM soybeans, which China started importing in 1997.</p>
<p>
	We want to draw Chinese leaders&rsquo; attention to the fact that the US, Brazil and Argentina now produce 80% of the world&rsquo;s soybeans[6]&nbsp;with about 60% imported to only one country, China.[7]&nbsp;More land is used to grow soybeans in these countries than any other crop. This situation is neither sustainable nor favourable for global food security and must be changed. China must return and adhere to a policy of self-reliance.</p>
<p>
	Syngenta is the third largest GM seed producer in the world, and known for introducing the first generation of GM crops. The company is also actively developing a next generation of GM crops that could present even greater risks, such as SYHT0H2 soybeans, RR 2 Yield-SCN, GM maize Agrisure VipteraG (MIR162) and Golden Rice.[8]&nbsp;These GM crops could cause the widespread and uncontrollable contamination of China&#39;s main staple food crop, putting the health and food security of Chinese consumers and the livelihoods of Chinese farmers at risk.</p>
<p>
	At the same time, people around the world are increasingly concerned about the close relationships large Chinese corporations are developing with multinational seed and agrochemical companies.&nbsp;</p>
<p>
	ChemChina&rsquo;s subsidiary Adama is the world&rsquo;s seventh largest agrochemical company, and the world&rsquo;s biggest seller of off-patent agrochemicals, with sales of more than USD3 billion in 2014.[9]&nbsp;We are concerned that ChemChina&rsquo;s merger with pesticide and seed company Syngenta will lead the Chinese company to further integrate agrochemical sales with its plant breeding activities.</p>
<p>
	We realise that there is an urgent need to boost agriculture production. China accounts for 19% of the worlds&rsquo; population but its available arable land for agriculture is shrinking fast. In addition, it faces other major challenges, including damaged soils, water contamination and climate change. China&#39;s leaders are faced with the long-term dilemma of how to feed so many people and improve nutrition with so little arable land.</p>
<p>
	We appreciate that President Xi Jin-ping has put a lot of political capital into emphasizing food security for the population, and that China has actually done a great job of improving agricultural productivity.&nbsp; Despite the fundamental need to ensure sufficient food for the population, food safety and improved nutrition must be placed at the heart of this important decision.</p>
<p>
	This requires promoting ecological agriculture and abandoning chemical farming and transgenic agriculture.[10]&nbsp;Ecological farming has gained international recognition as the best way to feed the world and address climate change.[11]</p>
<p>
	People around the world, hand in hand with China&#39;s civil society, are eager to see China take a leading role in safeguarding food safety and human health, in promoting ecological agriculture, and in regulating existing agrochemicals, GM crops, chemical food additives and other food safety issues.</p>
<p>
	Decades of experiences have shown that the answer to ensuring safe and nutritious food for the population lies in the hands of farmers and not the biotech industry. Accordingly, we request that President Xi Jin-ping, Premier Li Ke-qiang and the People of China take the necessary steps to assure that ChemChina&#39;s acquisition of Syngenta is vetoed and invalidated.</p>
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