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<p>
	<strong>Press release<br />
	For immediate release: Wednesday February 4, 2015</strong></p>
<p>
	<strong>*****<br />
	EU-US TRADE DEAL THREATENS FOOD SAFETY<br />
	*****</strong></p>
<p>
	Brussels, February 4, 2015 &ndash; The trade agreement being negotiated between the US and EU threatens public health, consumer rights and animal welfare standards, shows new analysis today by food and trade experts. The criticisms come as negotiators from both sides of the Atlantic meet behind closed doors in Brussels, Belgium this week to start writing new food safety rules for the trade deal and as hundreds of people demonstrated against the &lsquo;Trojan Horse Treaty&rsquo;.</p>
<p>
	A document about the deal recently published by the EU [1] shows that officials are planning a major &lsquo;power grab&rsquo; to put trade interests before food safety concerns as part of the planned Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP).</p>
<p>
	The analysis [2] shows that the EU proposals would reduce the possibility of restricting genetically modified foods and the use of hormones and other chemicals in factory-farmed animals by establishing a new transatlantic body to filter all future food safety and animal welfare rules &ndash; aiming to facilitate trade &ldquo;to the greatest extent possible&rdquo;.</p>
<p>
	First decisions on food safety would be shifted to this new trade committee and away from national and European decision-makers, while also reducing countries&rsquo; rights to inspect food and agricultural imports at the port of entry &ndash; a key measure used to safeguard public health.</p>
<p>
	These moves would expose the public to more food scandals and pollution by making the EU and US increasingly accept international food safety standards &ndash; which are generally accepted as weaker. They would also undermine local or regional powers to set higher standards, such as banning GM crops or restricting antibiotic use in factory farming.</p>
<p>
	Adrian Bebb, food campaigner for Friends of the Earth Europe, said: &ldquo;This trade agreement is a Trojan horse that will threaten our food safety and environment. Trade officials whose primary objective is to increase trade and boost corporate profits will have first say over future food safety rules. A trade agreement is not the place to decide about our food safety.</p>
<p>
	&ldquo;The TTIP will lead to the long term decline of safety standards, opening the door to increased trade in industrially-produced foods and lining the pockets of the corporations that control them. This means more GM foods, pollution and factory farms, as well as less choice for citizens.&rdquo;</p>
<p>
	Friends of the Earth Europe is calling for the TTIP to be stopped and efforts put into strengthening local sustainable food economies that benefit citizens and the environment and boost local economies [3].</p>
<p>
	Today hundreds of people took part in a demonstration in Brussels calling for an end to the &lsquo;Trojan Horse Treaty&rsquo;. [4] Organised by Friends of the Earth Europe and Global Justice Now, the protest featured an 8 metre high Trojan horse and about 100 people from the UK and from different walks of life who travelled together to protest against the negotiations and to discuss their different concerns over TTIP with their MEPs.</p>
<p>
	Guy Taylor, trade campaigner with Global Justice Now, co-organisers of the demonstration, said: &ldquo;TTIP has rapidly become the most controversial and unpopular measure that the European Commission has ever attempted to introduce. Well over a million people across Europe have signed a petition calling for it to be scrapped, and the Commission&rsquo;s own public consultation returned record numbers of an overwhelmingly negative verdict on the trade deal. It has become clear that these talks are only going ahead on the mandate of the tiny corporate elite that would benefit enormously from privatising public services and scrapping vital environmental and labour protections.&rdquo; [5] [6]</p>
<p>
	Friends of the Earth Europe and Global Justice Now are among more than 100 organisations which have signed a statement today against plans to create more compatible rules between the EU and the US on chemicals, food, public services, workplace health and safety, and financial regulation as part of EU-US trade talks. [7]</p>
<p>
	High quality photos of today&rsquo;s &lsquo;Stop the Trojan Treaty&rsquo; protest&nbsp; will be available from approx. 12.00 at: <a class="moz-txt-link-freetext" href="https://flic.kr/s/aHsk7yL2sx" target="_blank" >https://flic.kr/s/aHsk7yL2sx</a><br />
	Credit: Friends of the Earth Europe/Lode Saidane<br />
	&nbsp;</p>
<p>
	***<br />
	<strong>For more information please contact:</strong></p>
<p>
	Mute Schimpf, food campaigner, Friends of the Earth Europe<br />
	Tel: +32 (0) 475 703 475, +32 (0) 475 703 475, &nbsp;<a class="moz-txt-link-abbreviated" href="mailto:mute.schimpf@foeeurope.org">mute.schimpf@foeeurope.org</a></p>
<p>
	Francesca Gater, communications coordinator, Friends of the Earth Europe,&nbsp;<br />
	Tel: +32 (0) 2893 1010, Mob: +32 (0) 485 930 515,&nbsp;<a class="moz-txt-link-abbreviated" href="mailto:francesca.gater@foeeurope.org">francesca.gater@foeeurope.org</a></p>
<p>
	Kevin Smith, press officer, Global Justice Now<br />
	Tel: +44 20 7820 4913, Mob: +44 7711 875345, <a class="moz-txt-link-abbreviated" href="mailto:kevin.smith@globaljustice.org.uk">kevin.smith@globaljustice.org.uk</a></p>
<p>
	***<br />
	NOTES:</p>
<p>
	[1] Textual proposal: Sanitary and phytosanitary measures (SPS) <a class="moz-txt-link-freetext" href="http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/153026.htm" target="_blank" >http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/153026.htm</a></p>
<p>
	[2] Briefing: How TTIP undermines food safety and animal welfare, by IATP, Grain, Compassion in World Farming, Friends of the Earth Europe: <a class="moz-txt-link-freetext" href="http://www.foeeurope.org/sites/default/files/briefing_ttip_food_safety_feb2015.pdf" target="_blank" >http://www.foeeurope.org/sites/default/files/briefing_ttip_food_safety_feb2015.pdf</a></p>
<p>
	[3] Friends of the Earth Europe briefing:&nbsp; &lsquo;Agro-ecology: building a new food system for Europe&rsquo; <a class="moz-txt-link-freetext" href="http://www.foeeurope.org/agroecology-building-new-food-system-europe-280314" target="_blank" >http://www.foeeurope.org/agroecology-building-new-food-system-europe-280314</a></p>
<p>
	[4] Photographs available from approx. 12:00 at <a class="moz-txt-link-freetext" href="https://flic.kr/s/aHsk7yL2sx" target="_blank" >https://flic.kr/s/aHsk7yL2sx</a></p>
<p>
	[5] Self-organised&nbsp;European citizens&rsquo; initiative against TTIP and CETA: <a class="moz-txt-link-freetext" href="https://stop-ttip.org/" target="_blank" >https://stop-ttip.org</a></p>
<p>
	[6] New levels of TTIP rejection revealed by Commission&rsquo;s public consultation: <a class="moz-txt-link-freetext" href="http://www.globaljustice.org.uk/news/2015/jan/13/new-levels-ttip-rejection-revealed-commission%E2%80%99s-public-consultation" target="_blank" >http://www.globaljustice.org.uk/news/2015/jan/13/new-levels-ttip-rejection-revealed-commission%E2%80%99s-public-consultation</a> and EU-US trade: EU Commission deaf to opposition to investor privileges: <a class="moz-txt-link-freetext" href="http://www.foeeurope.org/eu-commission-deaf-opposition-investor-privileges-130115" target="_blank" >http://www.foeeurope.org/eu-commission-deaf-opposition-investor-privileges-130115</a></p>
<p>
	[7] Existing and future protections threatened by EU-US trade talks <a class="moz-txt-link-freetext" href="http://www.foeeurope.org/existing-future-protections-threatened-EU-US-trade-030215" target="_blank" >http://www.foeeurope.org/existing-future-protections-threatened-EU-US-trade-030215</a><img alt="" border="0" height="1" moz-do-not-send="true" src="https://database.foeeurope.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/open.php?q=11258" width="1" /></p>
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