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another  senseless slaughter</p>
<p><strong>GRAIN</strong></p>
<p>The carnage of poultry in the eastern  Indian state of West Bengal (abutting Bangladesh&rsquo;s western border)  is a striking testament to the failure of the global response to the  bird flu crisis. Years have now gone by since the H5N1 strain of the  disease emerged, and yet today in West Bengal we see that things have  not moved from square one.&nbsp;</p>
<p>In a flash, one of the world&rsquo;s most  dynamic areas of poultry farming has been practically ruined, a  priceless stock of biodiversity wiped out, and the livelihoods of  millions of poor families pushed to the brink. This has been caused  not so much by bird flu as by the response to it. Three weeks after  bird flu was officially confirmed on 15 January 2008, when massive  culling operations were launched, the death toll stood at a shocking  3.7 million birds.</p>
<p>More is yet to come. The central  government has now issued a directive to neighbouring states to cull  all poultry in a 5-km-wide belt surrounding West Bengal. Those  affected by this &ldquo;pre-emptive&rdquo; cull are understandably outraged.  Poultry farmers in Orissa, one such neighbouring state, are taking  their protests to the streets and to the state&rsquo;s High Court. They  say that the culls will destroy their livelihoods and the area&rsquo;s  rich poultry diversity. They also point out that such culls will only  encourage an influx of smuggled poultry imports from elsewhere.&nbsp;</p>
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<p>There was heavy resistance to the culls  in West Bengal too. During the first wave of culls, when it may have  been possible to contain the disease, poultry owners refused to  participate because of low compensation rates and, most disturbingly,  because some local officials were taking a big cut of the  compensation. A few culling teams even stopped work to protest  against pressure from local officials to sign false cull certificates  to boost their compensation claims. Reports also came in of culling  teams leaving sacks of birds to rot in fields and unprotected  villagers gathering near to or even participating in the cullings,  putting into question the merits of culling as a means of  safeguarding human health. The situation appears to be even worse in  neighbouring Bangladesh, where, despite a mass culling campaign, bird  flu has spread to more than half of the country&rsquo;s 64 districts  since March 2007.</p>
<p>The response to bird flu in West Bengal needs to be seen for  what it is: a political decision to safeguard the interests of the  big poultry producers at the expense of the small-scale sector. In  India as a whole, thanks to heavy government support, poultry  production has been growing at a rate of nearly 20% per year, with  most of the growth occurring through the expansion of large-scale  integrated production, largely for export and largely in the midst of  areas with thriving backyard and small-scale poultry producers. The  situation is no different in West Bengal, where a number of big  integrated poultry firms have set up in recent years. The largest,  Arambagh Hatcheries, part of the B.K. Roy agribusiness group, is now  an important player in major export markets, such as Japan and the  Middle East, and politically very well connected at home. To keep its  trade lines open, a company like Arambagh cannot operate where bird  flu is present &ndash; hence the drive to stamp the disease out by a mass  cull. This is a reality of corporate poultry farming that all  communities need to be aware of: if a big poultry company sets up in  or near to your community, when a disease like bird flu breaks out,  whether or not your birds are affected, they will be culled and your  traditional poultry practices may even be outlawed. The culls in West  Bengal have now been followed by a 3-month ban on small-scale poultry  production.</p>
<p>If there&rsquo;s one thing that people in  West Bengal can be sure of, it is that bird flu will strike again, if  it ever leaves. The virus, like many other diseases, is entrenched in  the poultry industry in Asia. Thailand and Indonesia now know this,  as do China and Vietnam. India, faced with its third bout of bird flu  in two years, should also now understand. Bird flu cannot be  completely eradicated: it has to be managed.&nbsp;
</p>
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<p>Paradoxically, the key to effective  management of bird flu lies with the very small-scale poultry systems  that have been so devastated by the responses to the disease so far.  The great advantages of these traditional systems when it comes to  bird flu are that they are small-scale and local &ndash; serving mainly  local markets and utilising local breeds and feeds. All this keeps  the disease contained and at low levels. In these circumstances,  highly pathogenic diseases like bird flu, in the rare cases where  they enter smallholdings, tend to burn themselves out quickly.  Disease can, of course, still be a problem, but, with some minimal  support, farmers can easily handle it, as has been shown with another  poultry killer &ndash; New Castle Disease (Ranikhet).&nbsp;</p>
<p>Unfortunately, in West Bengal, as in  most places around the world, governments provide virtually no  support to this sector, dismissing it as &ldquo;backyard&rdquo; and not  worthy of the tremendous support provided to the poultry companies,  even though these small-scale systems have served the food needs of  rural and urban markets for generations. Instead, the goal of almost  all poultry development programmes worldwide is to scale-up small  poultry holdings and push the farmers into using high-yielding  varieties and costly feeds supplied by big poultry companies. It  should not go unnoticed that the outbreak of bird flu in West Bengal  began in a big state-run hatchery. And this is typical of other  outbreaks. Bird flu only shifts from an isolated incident to a major  outbreak once it gets into a large farm, where it rapidly amplifies  and spreads through the many channels emanating from it &ndash; the sale  of eggs, chicks or spent layers, the trade in live birds, the dumping  of waste, the movement of workers or even the aerial dispersal of the  virus.&nbsp;</p>
<p>Yet in West Bengal, while the backyard  sector was being crushed, the big farms, even those in affected  districts, were given special treatment. During the ban on the sale  and movement of poultry in Kolkata (Calcutta), the state capital,  which was later extended to the entire state, the 12 largest poultry  companies had exclusive permission to continue supplying city markets  and luxury hotels if they could show that they adhered to &ldquo;biosafety&rdquo;  norms. Such norms, however, have not kept bird flu out of the big  poultry farms in West Bengal, nor did they in the western state of  Maharashtra during the 2006 outbreak, nor now in Bangladesh, where  the disease is currently racing through the larger farms.&nbsp;Instead,  in West Bengal there is reason for concern that outbreaks in these  bigger farms may not be properly reported. A year ago, when news  spread of an unusual die-off in a farm owned by Arambagh Hatcheries,  the company denied access to inspectors, with the apparent blessing  of&nbsp;the Animal Resources Development Minister, who told  reporters, &ldquo;Nobody can walk into a hatchery without prior  permission&rdquo;. Contrast this with the West Bengal government&rsquo;s  current mobilisation of a police squad to carry out  search-and-destroy missions for backyard poultry in poor villages.
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<p>The official response to bird flu in  West Bengal was very short-sighted. Other options could have been  pursued, with a more nuanced approach, reflecting the importance and  context of small-scale poultry in the state. The ban on the movement  of poultry could have been followed by focused surveillance and  education, combined with targeted culls at infected farms, and  vaccination, especially in the early days of the outbreaks. This  would also have helped to build long-term defences against future  outbreaks. It might not have satisfied the big poultry companies,  because the low-level persistence of the disease would keep export  markets closed, but it would have safeguarded the interests of the  millions in West Bengal whose livelihoods and food supply depend on  small-scale poultry production.&nbsp;</p>
<p>One month before the outbreaks in West  Bengal, these issues were on the table at a major international  conference on bird flu in New Delhi. Yet,&nbsp;throughout the  outbreaks in West Bengal, the international community and its UN  agencies have hardly been visible. The US and Japan did meet with  state officials, but only to check on their export supplies and, in  the case of the US, to offer some technical support and equipment and  to verify the global availability of stocks of Tamiflu syrup for  children. Once again, the UN&rsquo;s Food and Agriculture Organisation  (FAO) was silent about the irreparable loss of diversity that the  cull would entail and the alternatives to indiscriminate culls that  have been successfully deployed in other countries. The message  raised at the conference in Delhi by some within the FAO ranks, about  the need to consider the social impacts of responses and the  importance of &ldquo;targeted&rdquo; culls, was quickly forgotten. Not that  such matters are high on the agenda of the international community  anyway, judging from the disturbing inability to resolve  international disputes over the sharing of&nbsp;virus samples and  vaccines. The row that flared up in February 2007 over patenting  issues &ndash; between the powerful pharmaceutical interests, led by the  US and the UK, and the poor countries most vulnerable to bird flu,  led by Indonesia &ndash; has yet to be resolved. The nasty politics even  surfaced during the West Bengal outbreaks, when Indian officials  accused Bangladesh of not sharing their bird flu virus samples.&nbsp;</p>
<p>Sadly, with not nearly enough being  done to address the deeper structural issues at the root of the  global bird flu crisis, the story in West Bengal will be repeated  where and when the disease strikes next.&nbsp;</p>
<hr size="1" noshade="noshade">
<p><strong>References</strong></p>
<p>R. Ramachandran, &ldquo;Caught Unawares&rdquo;, Frontline, Vol. 25, No. 3,  2&ndash;15 February 2008: <A HREF="http://www.hinduonnet.com/">http://www.hinduonnet.com</A></p>
<p> Suhrid Sankar Chattopadhyay, &ldquo;Avian epidemic&rdquo;, Frontline, Vol.  25, No. 3, 2&ndash;15 February 2008: <A HREF="http://www.hinduonnet.com/">http://www.hinduonnet.com</A></p>
<p> Kounteya Sinha, &ldquo;Bengal pays for not paying dues&rdquo;, Times of  India, 18 January 2008, <A HREF="http://tinyurl.com/3468as">http://tinyurl.com/3468as</A></p>
<p> Subir Bhaumik, &ldquo;Bird flu cull hit by &lsquo;corruption&rsquo;&rdquo;, BBC News,  29 January 2008, <A HREF="http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/7214854.stm">http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/7214854.stm</A></p>
<p> &ldquo;People in West Bengal cry foul over compensation for birds&rsquo;  culling&rdquo;, Asian News International, 22 January 2008, <A HREF="http://tinyurl.com/36fuqb">http://tinyurl.com/36fuqb</A></p>
<p> Dilip Bisoi, &ldquo;Orissa in a fix as move to cull birds lands in legal  tangle&rdquo;, Financial Express, 11 February 2008, <A HREF="http://tinyurl.com/34ckvl">http://tinyurl.com/34ckvl</A></p>
<p> &ldquo;Bird flu in N 24 Parganas, organised poultry also hit&rdquo;, Express  News Service, 30 January 2008: <A HREF="http://www.expressindia.com/">http://www.expressindia.com</A></p>
<p> &ldquo;Bird flu: West Bengal misses hidden poultry&rdquo;, Sify News, 4  February 2008: <A HREF="http://sify.com/news/fullstory.php?id=14599392">http://sify.com/news/fullstory.php?id=14599392</A></p>
<p> &ldquo;&lsquo;No poultry ban in Kolkata&rsquo; but none to be found in markets&rdquo;,  Express India, 31 January 2008: <A HREF="http://www.expressindia.com/">http://www.expressindia.com</A></p>
<p> &ldquo;Fears allayed in flu cry&rdquo;, The Telegraph (Calcutta), 22 February  2006: <A HREF="http://www.telegraphindia.com/1060222/asp/calcutta/story_5876730.asp">http://www.telegraphindia.com/1060222/asp/calcutta/story_5876730.asp</A></p>
<p> &ldquo;Avian flu fear, 45 km from outbreak site&rdquo; The Telegraph  (Calcutta), 19 January 2008: <A HREF="http://www.telegraphindia.com/1080119/jsp/siliguri/story_8799764.jsp">http://www.telegraphindia.com/1080119/jsp/siliguri/story_8799764.jsp</A></p>
<p> &ldquo;US offers help to contain bird flu outbreak in WB&rdquo;, Times of  India, 28 January 2008, <A HREF="http://tinyurl.com/37lu4q">http://tinyurl.com/37lu4q</A></p>
<p> Anni McLeod, FAO, &ldquo;Mitigating social and economic impacts:  Livestock sector perspective&rdquo;, International Ministerial Conference  on Avian and Pandemic Influenza, New Delhi, India, 4&ndash;6 December  2007: <A HREF="http://www.fao.org/avianflu/en/">http://www.fao.org/avianflu/en/</A></p>
<p><strong>Going Futher</strong></p>
<p>Government of India, &ldquo;Influenza Pandemic Preparedness Plan&rdquo;:&nbsp; <A HREF="http://mohfw.nic.in/Influenza%20Pandemic%20Preparedness%20Plan.pdf">http://mohfw.nic.in/Influenza%20Pandemic%20Preparedness%20Plan.pdf</A></p>
<p> GRAIN, &ldquo;Viral times &ndash; the politics of emerging global animal  diseases&rdquo;, January 2008: <A HREF="http://www.grain.org/seedling/?id=532">http://www.grain.org/seedling/?id=532</A></p>
<p> GRAIN, &ldquo;Germ warfare &ndash; livestock disease, public health and the  military&ndash;industrial complex&rdquo;, January 2008: <A HREF="http://www.grain.org/seedling/?id=533">http://www.grain.org/seedling/?id=533</A></p>
<p> GRAIN, &ldquo;The top-down global response to bird flu&rdquo;, <A HREF="http://www.grain.org/articles/?id=12">http://www.grain.org/articles/?id=12</A></p>
<p> GRAIN, &ldquo;Fowl play: the poultry industry&rsquo;s central role in the  bird flu crisis&rdquo;, February 2006: <A HREF="http://www.grain.org/briefings/?id=194">http://www.grain.org/briefings/?id=194</A></p>
<p><a href="../birdflu/">See also the Bird flu resource page</a></p>

          </div>
        </article>



        <div id="single-article-footer">


          <div>
            <p class="label">Share</p>

            <!-- Twitter Share Button -->
            <a href="https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://grain.org/e/177" target="_blank" class="btn btn-info btn-lg">
              <i class="fab fa-twitter"></i>
            </a>

            <!-- Facebook Share Button -->
            <a href="https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://grain.org/e/177" target="_blank"
               class="btn btn-primary btn-lg">
              <i class="fab fa-facebook"></i>
            </a>

            <!-- Instagram image download-->
              <a href="/media/W1siZiIsIjIwMTEvMDcvMjEvMDRfMThfMTBfNDU3X3dlc3RfYmVuZ2FsX2JpcmRfZmx1X21lbl9pbi5qcGciXSxbInAiLCJ0aHVtYiIsIjgwMHgiXV0" download="177-bird-flu-in-eastern-india-another-senseless-slaughter" target='_blank' class="btn btn-danger btn-lg" title='download article image for Instagram'>
                <i class="fab fa-instagram"></i>
              </a>

            <!-- WhatsApp Share Button -->
            <a href="https://wa.me/?text=Bird flu in eastern India: another senseless slaughter : https://grain.org/e/177" target="_blank" class="btn btn-success btn-lg">
              <i class="fab fa-whatsapp"></i>
            </a>


          </div>


        </div>



        <!-- /article -->
      </div>


      <!-- SIDEBAR -->

      <aside class="sidebar col-lg-4" role="complementary" style="">



        <div class="card document-tools">



          <div class="card-body">


            <h5 class="card-title">Document tools</h5>



            <hr/>


            <p class="card-text">

                <div class="btn btn-grain">
                  <img style="width: 22px;" src="/assets/icon-pdf3-0847ddaf01e780a1dafcb36a5f25757814f960c1b81365d369fadb6249f2bae1.png" />
                  <a href="/media/W1siZiIsIjIwMTEvMDcvMjEvMDRfMjJfNTZfMjMxX29yaWdpbmFsLnBkZiJdXQ"
                     onclick="ga('send', 'event', 'Attachments', 'PDF download', 'Bird flu in eastern India: another senseless slaughter', '177');" download="original.pdf">
                    Download PDF version (231 KB)</a>
                </div>


            <div class="btn btn-grain">
              <img style="width: 18px; margin-right: 5px;" src="/assets/icon-printer-c3ca5d5ba57c42303163f1a468f8646fb728bef5f123e2e9c6101b401696a23c.png" />
              <a target="_blank" href="/article/177-bird-flu-in-eastern-india-another-senseless-slaughter/print">Print article</a>
            </div>




            <div class="btn btn-grain">
                <img style="width: 18px; margin-right: 5px;" src="/assets/icon-short-url3-111e1e02c7cab9690eeacfea9a1b5975517d62c3c185ee827088112a16c5af29.png" />
                <a href="#" onclick="copyURL()">Copy short URL</a>
                <input class="form-control" type="text" value="https://grain.org/e/177" id="articleURL" style="width: 200px; display: none;">
              </div>





              </p>



              <div>
                <p class="label">Share</p>

                <!-- Twitter Share Button -->
                <a href="https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://grain.org/e/177" target="_blank" class="btn btn-info btn-md">
                  <i class="fab fa-twitter"></i>
                </a>

                <!-- Facebook Share Button -->
                <a href="https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://grain.org/e/177" target="_blank"
                   class="btn btn-primary btn-md">
                  <i class="fab fa-facebook"></i>
                </a>

                <!-- Instagram image download-->
                  <a href="/media/W1siZiIsIjIwMTEvMDcvMjEvMDRfMThfMTBfNDU3X3dlc3RfYmVuZ2FsX2JpcmRfZmx1X21lbl9pbi5qcGciXSxbInAiLCJ0aHVtYiIsIjgwMHgiXV0" download="177-bird-flu-in-eastern-india-another-senseless-slaughter" target='_blank' class="btn btn-danger btn-md" title='download article image for Instagram'>
                    <i class="fab fa-instagram"></i>
                  </a>

                <!-- WhatsApp Share Button -->
                <a href="https://wa.me/?text=Bird flu in eastern India: another senseless slaughter : https://grain.org/e/177" target="_blank" class="btn btn-success btn-md">
                  <i class="fab fa-whatsapp"></i>
                </a>

              </div>




              </div>

        </div>


        <div class="sidebar-widget">


          <!-- SUBSCRIBE TO LISTS -->
          <div class="widget_recent_entries">
            <div class="btn btn-grain" style="white-space: normal;">
              <img style="width: 18px; margin-right: 2px;" src="/assets/icon-subscribe-6961398e7862eca43dfc10dc334e8af61bf5777bbe4a4b55961e78b4913a37da.png" />
              <a target="_blank" href="https://www.ourlists.org/lists/grain-subscribe.html">Subscribe to GRAIN&#39;s email lists</a>
            </div>
          </div>

          <!-- RELATED ARTICLES -->
          



<!-- related articles -->



          <!-- ANNOUNCEMENTS -->
          




          <!-- OTHER TOPICS -->
          

 <div id="mongabay_topic_location-3" class="widget_mongabay_topic_location">


  <ul class="nav nav-tabs">
    <li><a data-toggle="tab" href="#sites" class="active"  data-wpel-link="internal"><h2>Sister sites</h2></a></li>
    <li><a data-toggle="tab" href="#location" data-wpel-link="internal"><h2>Other languages</h2></a></li>

  </ul>



  <div class="tab-content">

    <div id="sites" class="tab-pane fade in active show">
      <div style="margin-top: 0px; font-style:italic; font-size: 90%; padding-bottom: 5px;">Other websites that GRAIN is involved in:</div>
      <a class="widget-term2" href="https://www.bilaterals.org" data-wpel-link="internal" target="_blank">bilaterals.org <div class="byline">Supporting social movement struggles against free trade and investment agreements</div></a>
      <a class="widget-term2" href="http://www.biodiversidadla.org" data-wpel-link="internal" target="_blank">biodiversidadla.org <div class="byline">Latin American site on biodiversity and food sovereignty</div></a>
      <a class="widget-term2" href="https://farmlandgrab.org" data-wpel-link="internal" target="_blank">farmlandgrab.org <div class="byline">Food crisis and the global land grab</div></a>
      <a class="widget-term2" href="https://soberaniaalimentaria.info" data-wpel-link="internal" target="_blank">soberaniaalimentaria.info <div class="byline">Spanish magazine on food sovereignty</div></a>
      <a class="widget-term2" href="https://nyeleni.org/" data-wpel-link="internal" target="_blank">nyeleni.org <div class="byline">Newsletter on food sovereignty</div></a>
    </div>



    <div id="location" class="tab-pane fade">
      <div style="margin-top: 0px; font-style:italic; font-size: 90%; padding-bottom: 5px;">You can read this site in English, Spanish or French by selecting the appropriate language at the top of the page. The site also contains some materials in a number of other languages:</div>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=ar" data-wpel-link="internal">Ø£Ù„Ù…ØµØ±ÙŠÙ‘Ø©</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=ind" data-wpel-link="internal">Bahasa Indonesia</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=ca" data-wpel-link="internal">CatalÃ </a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=zh" data-wpel-link="internal">ä¸æ–‡</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=de" data-wpel-link="internal">Deutsch</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=gr" data-wpel-link="internal">ÎµÎ»Î»Î·Î½Î¹ÎºÎ¬</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=hi" data-wpel-link="internal">à¤¹à¤¿à¤¨à¥�à¤¦à¥€</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=ita" data-wpel-link="internal">Italiano</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=sw" data-wpel-link="internal">kiSwahili</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=jp" data-wpel-link="internal">æ—¥æœ¬èªž</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=kn" data-wpel-link="internal">à²•à²¨à³�à²¨à²¡ à²†à²µà³ƒà²¤à³�à²¤à²¿</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=mg" data-wpel-link="internal">Malagasy</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=pt" data-wpel-link="internal">PortuguÃªs</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=tl" data-wpel-link="internal">Tagalog</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=vi" data-wpel-link="internal">Tiáº¿ng Viá»‡t</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=ur" data-wpel-link="internal">Ø§Ø±Ø¯Ùˆ</a>
      <a class="widget-term" href="/en/language?olang=ko" data-wpel-link="internal">í•œêµì–´</a>

    </div>





  </div>
</div>







          <!-- RECENT ARTICLES -->
          <!-- RECENT POSTS -->
<div id="recent-posts-2" class="widget_recent_entries">

  <h2>The latest from GRAIN</h2>
  <ul style="margin-bottom: 0px;">
      <li>

        <div class="side-thumbnail">
          <a href="/en/article/7123" data-wpel-link="internal">
            <img src="/system/articles/logos/000/007/123/medium/Palma-aceitera-y-deforestacion-Diego-Pe%CC%81rez_1-1200x800_mongabay.jpg" class="attachment-thumbnail size- wp-post-image"/>
          </a>
        </div>

        <a href="/en/article/7123-oil-palm-in-latin-america-monoculture-and-violence" data-wpel-link="internal">Oil palm in Latin America: monoculture and violence</a>

        <div class="entry-meta-article" style="font-size: 75% !important;">
          26 Mar 2024
        </div>

      </li>
      <li>

        <div class="side-thumbnail">
          <a href="/en/article/7108" data-wpel-link="internal">
            <img src="/system/articles/logos/000/007/108/medium/banner_image_edited.JPG" class="attachment-thumbnail size- wp-post-image"/>
          </a>
        </div>

        <a href="/en/article/7108-plastic-waste-in-the-food-system-corporations-continue-to-binge-on-single-use-plastic-while-local-shops-and-hawkers-find-alternatives" data-wpel-link="internal">Plastic waste in the food system: corporations continue to binge on single-use plastic while local shops and hawkers find alternatives</a>

        <div class="entry-meta-article" style="font-size: 75% !important;">
          27 Feb 2024
        </div>

      </li>
      <li>

        <div class="side-thumbnail">
          <a href="/en/article/7104" data-wpel-link="internal">
            <img src="/system/articles/logos/000/007/104/medium/53369104230_128ae717e7_k.jpg" class="attachment-thumbnail size- wp-post-image"/>
          </a>
        </div>

        <a href="/en/article/7104-the-davos-isation-of-the-climate-cop" data-wpel-link="internal">The Davos-isation of the climate COP</a>

        <div class="entry-meta-article" style="font-size: 75% !important;">
          15 Feb 2024
        </div>

      </li>
      <li>

        <div class="side-thumbnail">
          <a href="/en/article/7070" data-wpel-link="internal">
            <img src="/system/articles/logos/000/007/070/medium/FdzGWYRWQAAPluL.jpg" class="attachment-thumbnail size- wp-post-image"/>
          </a>
        </div>

        <a href="/en/article/7070-a-new-wave-of-land-grabs-strikes-tanzania" data-wpel-link="internal">A new wave of land grabs strikes Tanzania</a>

        <div class="entry-meta-article" style="font-size: 75% !important;">
          2 Feb 2024
        </div>

      </li>
      <li>

        <div class="side-thumbnail">
          <a href="/en/article/7093" data-wpel-link="internal">
            <img src="/system/articles/logos/000/007/093/medium/banner_1_medium_res_.jpg" class="attachment-thumbnail size- wp-post-image"/>
          </a>
        </div>

        <a href="/en/article/7093-expanding-markets-undermining-food-sovereignty-10-years-of-china-s-belt-and-road" data-wpel-link="internal">Expanding markets, undermining food sovereignty: 10 years of Chinaâ€™s Belt and Road</a>

        <div class="entry-meta-article" style="font-size: 75% !important;">
          25 Jan 2024
        </div>

      </li>
      <li>

        <div class="side-thumbnail">
          <a href="/en/article/7064" data-wpel-link="internal">
            <img src="/system/articles/logos/000/007/064/medium/Cropfit_photo_2.jpg" class="attachment-thumbnail size- wp-post-image"/>
          </a>
        </div>

        <a href="/en/article/7064-challenging-e-commerce-monopolisation-in-food-distribution" data-wpel-link="internal">Challenging e-commerce monopolisation in food distribution</a>

        <div class="entry-meta-article" style="font-size: 75% !important;">
          29 Nov 2023
        </div>

      </li>
      <li>

        <div class="side-thumbnail">
          <a href="/en/article/7061" data-wpel-link="internal">
            <img src="/system/articles/logos/000/007/061/medium/2_50.png" class="attachment-thumbnail size- wp-post-image"/>
          </a>
        </div>

        <a href="/en/article/7061-tackling-the-climate-crisis-by-addressing-food-consumption" data-wpel-link="internal">Tackling the climate crisis by addressing food consumption</a>

        <div class="entry-meta-article" style="font-size: 75% !important;">
          16 Nov 2023
        </div>

      </li>
      <li>

        <div class="side-thumbnail">
          <a href="/en/article/7039" data-wpel-link="internal">
            <img src="/system/articles/logos/000/007/039/medium/banner_website_high_res.jpg" class="attachment-thumbnail size- wp-post-image"/>
          </a>
        </div>

        <a href="/en/article/7039-squeezing-communities-dry-water-grabbing-by-the-global-food-industry" data-wpel-link="internal">Squeezing communities dry: water grabbing by the global food industry</a>

        <div class="entry-meta-article" style="font-size: 75% !important;">
          21 Sep 2023
        </div>

      </li>
      <li>

        <div class="side-thumbnail">
          <a href="/en/article/7033" data-wpel-link="internal">
            <img src="/system/articles/logos/000/007/033/medium/Chiang_Mai_green_market_GRAIN_2023.jpg" class="attachment-thumbnail size- wp-post-image"/>
          </a>
        </div>

        <a href="/en/article/7033-social-protection-for-market-traders-and-street-vendors-in-an-era-of-pension-fund-capitalism" data-wpel-link="internal">Social protection for market traders and street vendors in an era of pension fund capitalism</a>

        <div class="entry-meta-article" style="font-size: 75% !important;">
          31 Aug 2023
        </div>

      </li>
      <li>

        <div class="side-thumbnail">
          <a href="/en/article/7016" data-wpel-link="internal">
            <img src="/system/articles/logos/000/007/016/medium/Round_Table_on_Closing_the_Gap_53__dakar_photo.jpg" class="attachment-thumbnail size- wp-post-image"/>
          </a>
        </div>

        <a href="/en/article/7016-the-afdb-strategy-to-agro-industrialise-africa" data-wpel-link="internal">The AfDB strategy to agro-industrialise Africa</a>

        <div class="entry-meta-article" style="font-size: 75% !important;">
          31 Jul 2023
        </div>

      </li>
  </ul>

  <a class="btn-sm btn-light more" href="/en/article">More</a>

</div>



         </div>

      </aside>

      <!-- /SIDEBAR -->


    <!-- /row -->
    </div>


    <script>
        var pfHeaderImgUrl = '';
        var pfHeaderTagline = '';
        var pfdisableClickToDel = 0;
        var pfHideImages = 0;
        var pfImageDisplayStyle = 'right';
        var pfDisablePDF = 0;
        var pfDisableEmail = 0;
        var pfDisablePrint = 0;
        var pfCustomCSS = '';
        var pfBtVersion='2';
        (function(){var js, pf;pf = document.createElement('script');pf.type = 'text/javascript';
            if ('https:' === document.location.protocol){js='https://pf-cdn.printfriendly.com/ssl/main.js'}else{js='http://cdn.printfriendly.com/printfriendly.js'}pf.src=js;document.getElementsByTagName('head')[0].appendChild(pf)})();
    </script>

    <script>
        function copyURL() {
            var dummy = document.createElement("textarea");
            document.body.appendChild(dummy);
            dummy.value = 'https://grain.org/e/177';
            dummy.select();
            document.execCommand("copy");
            document.body.removeChild(dummy);

            alert("Copied: " + 'https://grain.org/e/177');
        }



    </script>





    <!-- jcaption -->
    <script type="text/javascript">
        $(document).ready(function(){
            $('.fancybox img').jcaption({
                wrapperElement: 'div',
                captionElement: 'p',
                wrapperClass: 'jcap',
                imageAttr: 'alt',
                removeStyle: true

            });

            $('[data-fancybox="gallery"]').fancybox({
                ajax: {
                    // Object containing settings for ajax request
                    settings: {
                        // This helps to indicate that request comes from the modal
                        // Feel free to change naming
                        data: {
                            fancybox: true
                        }
                    }
                },

            });
        });

    </script>




  </main>




