Seed regulation and certification in some Southeast Asian countries

BANGLADESH: First seed law was passed
in 1977. Like India’s existing law, Nepal,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Thailand, only
varieties notified by government are
subject to regulation. Five notified crops
(rice, wheat, sugarcane, potato and jute)
are mainly handled by public institutions.
Greater participation of the private sector is
planned. Under the SAP & ESAP agricultural
input markets were substantially liberalised.
By the 1997 amendment act and the 1998
Seed Rules the private sector can import
and market any non-notified seeds, while
seeds of notified crops may be brought
in for trials, tested for suitability and then
multiplied and sold. More amendments to
the seed law are being discussed in the
Ministry of Agriculture.

THAILAND: The Plant Act, 1992 envisages
the regulation of notified kinds and varieties
through a licensing system for “controlled
seeds”, apart from the varieties and species
that are controlled the rest are free from
government control. Transgenic seeds are dealt
with under the Plant Quarantine Law of 1964
amended in 1999, under which the Ministry
of Agriculture has prohibited the import of GM
seeds for use, import of transgenic material
after due approval is only allowed for research
& experimental purposes.

BHUTAN: Under the Seeds Act of Bhutan, 2000,
the Royal Government of Bhutan regulates
the seeds of notified kinds and varieties and
certification is optional. The system is voluntary
and there are no DUS criteria.

CHINA: Has a history of several national & provincial level seed
regulations. These include the regulation of seed management, 1989
which stipulated that the State protect germplasm resources and
* germplasm from foreign countries be registered, and quarantine
regulations dating 1991. The Seed Law of 2000 has annulled the
1989 regulation. Now all commercial seed production has to be
registered and certified for sale. Though there is a blanket exception
for peasants to exchange and sell their seeds and they do not
require a seed operation license to do so.lt is important to note that
the seed law passed in 2000 asserts State sovereignty over seed
resources. In the seed law, changes were issued on August 28, 2004
in consideration of foreign seed companies in China & ASTA.
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PHILIPPINES: Republic Act No. 7308 Seed Industry
Development Act, 1992 was enacted to help develop the
domestic seed industry. Farmers can exchange and sell their
varieties without certification. As per Republic Act No.7607
Magna Carta of Small Farmers, “good seeds” are defined
as “seeds that are the progeny of certified seeds so handled
.. as to maintain a minimum acceptable level of genetic purity
", and identity and which is selected at the farm level”. The High-
Value Crops Development Act of 1995 gives incentives to
farmers to use non-traditional crops such as low-cost credit, tax
. exemptions & market linkages. Recommended varieties (similar
to the ‘notified’ varieties of South Asian countries) must be
registered and certified.
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INDONESIA: The Government Regulation on Plant Seed Management was passed in
1995. It importantly says that farmers’ varieties do not fall under the regulation (they
are considered ‘natural varieties” and as such not controlled by the government). The
commercial use of GM seeds is regulated by Government Regulation No.44 of 1995
on Seeds for Crops dealing with import/export, breeding & release of new varieties,
while Decree No.737 of 1998 deals with the testing, evaluation & release of new plant
varieties. Biosafety aspects and requirements for the use of transgenics for food &
fodder are dealt with under Decrees number 856 of 1997 & 998 of 1998.
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AFGHANISTAN: The National Law on “Seed and Plant Quality” is being

finalised by the Afghan Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Food.

— The government has been asked by FAO & ICARDA to set up a system for
Seed Certification, Seed Testing, and Plant Quarantine in addition to setting
standards of seed quality. According to the ICARDA draft law, for the formal
sector registration and certification are mandatory for all crops. But there is
an exemption from government control on seeds of the informal sector, as
long as advertising and promotion are not indicative of commercial activity.

SRI LANKA: The Seed Act of 2003 requires anyone “causing a seed to
be placed in the market in Sri Lanka” to be registered with the Director
of Seed Certification in the Department of Agriculture. Any locally
produced seed has to conform to the rules of production of certified
seed before its description and sale as “certified seed”. Even though
there is a blanket exception for farmer-to-farmer seed exchange and
sale, if the farmer wishes to sell seed in the open market s/he too
would have to produce and sell certified seed. FAQ’s rehabiliation
project posttsunami focuses on certified seed production and
upgradation of seed testing and certification procedures.

KYRGYZTAN: As in other CIS countries, new seed laws are in the
process of being drafted often with foreign aid and assistance. For
example the Regulation on certification of cereals seeds in Kyrgyz
Republic, 2002; the USDA with funding through USAID programmes
encouraged adoption of seed certification standards and the FAO
also implemented a Technical Cooperation Programme project on
Seed Legislation and Plant Variety Protection.

PAKISTAN: As per the Seeds Act, 1976 notified varieties
of crops have to be registered and their sale, exchange
& barter is subject to regulation. For all other varieties
certification is optional. The registration of varieties with
DUS testing is done by the Federal Seed Certification
and Registration Department. Over 350 crop varieties
have been registered and released as of now. The seed
law is currently under revision.

NEPAL: The Seeds Act of 1988 notified in 1989 & Seed
Rules, 1996 prescribes limits of germination, purity, etc. for
“listed” seeds and deal with the registration and release of
153 varieties of crops, vegetables, pulses and oil plants. The
government can require minimum procedures for the barter,
sale and exchange of seeds of specific varieties and species,
just like Pakistan. Otherwise, people are free to do what they
want. Amendments to the seed law are under discussion.

INDIA : The Seed Act of 1966, which only regulated notified
varieties, is proposed to be replaced by the Seed Bill, 2004;
according to the Bill all seed for sale must be registered on
VCU criteria. Certification is optional. Transgenic varieties may
too be registered subject to environmental clearance but there
is a terminator ban. Express mention is made for the farmer's
option to invoke consumer protection laws for liability on non-
performance of seeds.





