
manure as 
natural fertiliser
no pollution
limited deforestation
animal welfare
multifunctional (traction, 
transport, energy, labour, 
hide)
economic security (animals 
are the people’s “bank”)
health (protein source for the poor)
culture
supports small markets 
and regions
carbon capture (sustainable
grazing keeps soils healthy)

cheap meat
provides some jobs

Factory farms

methane emissions from 
enteric fermentation

labour (exploitation, poor 
wages, & working conditions,

insecurity)

fossil fuels used (to produce 
feed & fertiliser, for 

refrigeration & transport)

deforestation (to produce feed)

subsidies (paid by tax payers)

manure pollution

health of nearby communities (respiratory 
problems, lack of clean water)

antibiotic resistance (general public at risk)

cancer (highly processed meats are 
probably causes of cancer)

animal welfare

biodiversity loss

methane emissions from enteric fermentation
over-grazing in certain areas, often due to lack of access to land
sometimes lack of invest in agroecological methods, 
often due to poverty or lack of knowledge

Small-scale farms
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