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GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION OF AGRICULTURAL LAND

1,990,228 447,614 420,348 93.9% 689,737 34.7% 1.6

China 521,775 200,555 200,160 99.8% 370,000 70.9% 1.8
India 179,759 138,348 127,605 92.2% 71,152 39.6% 0.6

Africa 1,242,624 94,591 84,757 89.6% 182,766 14.7% 2.2
894,314 22,333 17,894 80.1% 172,686 19.3% 9.7

North America 478,436 2,410 1,850 76.8% 125,102 26.1% 67.6
Europe 474,552 42,013 37,182 88.5% 82,337 17.4% 2.2
TOTAL 5,080,154 608,962 562,031 92.3% 1,252,628 24.7% 2.2

Notes:

Agricultural 
land 

(thousands 
of ha)

Number of 
farms 

(thousands)

 Number of 
small farms 
(thousands)

small farms 
as % of all 

farms

Agricultural 
land in the 

hands of small 
farmers

(thousands of 
ha)

% of 
agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small 
farmers

Average 
size of 
small 
farms 
(ha)

Asia-Pacific

Latin America & 
Caribbean

All figures on agricultural land obtained from FAOSTAT (http://faostat3.fao.org/faostat-gateway/go/to/home/E). All figures on 
number and size of farms obtained from national authorities, as far as possible (see regional tables for details).
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AFRICA
Country

Algeria 41,373 1,024 < 10 ha 773 75.5 2,156 5.2 ↑ 0.65
Angola 57,690 1,875 subsistence 1,500 80.0 1,150 2.0
Benin 3,300 610 550 90.2 935 28.3
Botswana 25,861 140 traditional 130 92.9 2,030 7.8 0.44
Burkina Faso 12,065 886 < 5 ha 652 73.6 1,936 16.0
Burundi 2,200 1,088 < 1,5 ha 1,000 91.9 850 38.6
Cape Verde 75 44 < 1 ha 40 90.9 32 42.0
Congo 10,560 147 145 203 1.9
Congo (DR) 25,760 4,480 < 1 ha 3,883 86.7 1,500 5.8 0.37
Egypt 3,751 4,542 < 2.1 ha 4,353 95.8 2,158 57.5 ↑ 0.69
Ethiopia 34,985 14,789 < 2ha 12,396 83.8 7,238 20.7 ↑ 0.47
Ghana 15,800 2,503 < 2ha 2,252 90.0 3,694 23.4
Guinea 14,240 841 traditional 840 99.9 1,370 9.6 ↓ 0.53
Guinea Bissau 1,630 84 < 2ha 74 88.1 54 3.3 0.62
Ivory Coast 20,500 1,118 < 10 ha 993 88.8 2,078 10.1
Kenya 27,450 2,787 < 10 ha 2,643 94.8 3,200 11.7 0.55
Lesotho 2,329 338 < 2 ha 329 97.3 200 8.6 0.49

Liberia 2,630 160 traditional 150 93.8 300 11.4
Madagascar 41,395 2,430 traditional 2,428 99.9 2,083 5.0
Malawi 5,572 2,750 < 2 ha 2,475 90.0 1,980 35.5 0.52
Mali 41,021 805 <10 ha 692 86.0 1,703 4.2
Morocco 29,988 1,496 < 5 ha 1,064 71.1 2,086 7.0 0.62
Mozambique 49,400 3,828 3,801 99.3 5,428 11.0 0.45

Namibia 38,809 102 < 4 ha 80 78.4 161 0.4 0.36
Niger 43,782 1,627 family run 1,583 97.3 6,534 14.9
Nigeria 76,200 16,217 < 2ha 14,594 90.0 21,891 28.7
Reunion 44 9 < 5 ha 7 71.3 12 26.1
Rwanda 1,920 1,685 < 2 ha 1,584 94.0 871 45.4 ↑ 0.52
Senegal 1,878 437 < 5 ha 305 69.8 625 33.3 0.5
South Africa 99,640 1,333 1,292 96.9 14,946 15.0 0.7

Agricultural 
land 

(thousands of 
ha)

Number of 
farms 

(thousands)

Criteria for 
small

 Number of 
small farms 
(thousands)

small 
farms as % 
of all farms

Agricultural 
land in the 

hands of small 
farmers

(thousands of 
ha)

% of 
agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small 
farmers

Most recent 
Gini index for 

land 
distribution & 

tendency *

as defined by 
government
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AFRICA
Country Agricultural 

land 
(thousands of 

ha)

Number of 
farms 

(thousands)

Criteria for 
small

 Number of 
small farms 
(thousands)

small 
farms as % 
of all farms

Agricultural 
land in the 

hands of small 
farmers

(thousands of 
ha)

% of 
agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small 
farmers

Most recent 
Gini index for 

land 
distribution & 

tendency *

Swaziland 1,222 92 traditional 90 97.8 672 55.0 0.3
Tanzania 37,300 4,902 4,901 99.9 10,721 28.7 0.38

Togo 3,700 430 < 5 ha 360 83.7 612 16.5 ↓ 0.42
Tunisia 10,398 516 < 10 ha 390 75.6 1,362 13.1 0.69
Uganda 13,762 3,950 family run 3,600 91.1 3,960 28.8 0.59
Zambia 74,390 1,306 smallest  80% 1,045 80.0 1,967 2.6 0.44

Zimbabwe 32,453 1,900 1,620 85.3 24,422 75.3

905,073 83,271 74,614 89.6 133,119 14.7

337,551 11,320 10,143 89.6 49,647 14.7

TOTAL 1,242,624 94,591 84,757 89.6 182,766 14.7

Notes:
Figures on agricultural land obtained from FAOSTAT

* 0 = equity and 1 = inequity

as defined by 
government

as defined by 
government

Sub-total for 
countries with 
complete data

Estimate for 
countries with 
incomplete data

Countries with incomplete data: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Gabon, Libya,  
Mauritania, Mayotte, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Western Sahara.
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ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
Country

Afghanistan 37,910 < 5 ha 70 11,373 30.0
American Samoa 8 7 < 2 ha 6 85.7 4 50.0 0.67
Armenia 1,735 338 474 27.3

Australia 398,580 157 < A$100,000 86 54.8 31,900 8.0 0.8
Azerbaijan 4,766 1287 1,285 99.8 1,938 40.7

Bangladesh 9,241 11639 < 1 ha 9,243 79.4 3,697 40.0 ↑ 0.62
Burma 12,526 3465 < 4 ha 2,791 80.5 3,953 31.6 ↑ 0.77
Cambodia 5,655 2300 <2 ha 1,780 77.4 1,278 22.6
China 521,775 200555 family-run farm 200,160 99.8 370,000 70.9 ↑ 0.49
Cook Islands 1 1.7 < 2ha 1.6 94.1 1 75.0 0.53
India 179,759 138348 127,605 92.2 71,152 39.6 ↑ 0.69

Indonesia 54,600 30000 < 2 ha 28,000 93.3 6,000 11.0 0.46
Iran 48,736 4332 < 2 ha 3,376 77.9 3,439 7.1 0.7
Japan 4,692 2528 < 2 ha 2,250 89.0 1,171 25.0 0.59
Jordan 1,002 80 < 5 ha 72 90.0 69 6.9 0.81
Kazakhstan 208,665 175 170 97.1 45,140 21.6

Kyrgyzstan 10,612 1131 < 1 ha 964 85.2 107 1.0 0.9
Laos 2,378 668 < 2 ha 491 73.5 449 18.9 0.41
Lebanon 640 194 < 1 ha 142 73.2 49 7.7 0.69
Malaysia 7,870 574 526 91.6 533 6.8

Nepal 4,259 3364 < 2 ha 2,654 78.9 1,823 42.8 ↑ 0.49
New Zealand 11,408 63 < 100 ha 40 63.5 1,021 8.9
Pakistan 26,400 8260 < 5 ha 5,350 64.8 4,120 15.6 ↑ 0.60
Philippines 12,000 4823 < 3 ha 3,956 82.0 3,829 31.9 ↓ 0.55
Qatar 66 3.6 < 2 ha 3 72.2 1 1.2 0.9

Agricultural 
land 

(thousands 
of ha)

Number of 
farms 

(thousands)

Criteria for 
small

 Number of 
small farms 
(thousands)

small farms 
as % of all 

farms

Agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small farmers
(thousands of 

ha)

% of 
agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small 
farmers

Most recent 
Gini index for 

land 
distribution  
& tendency *

peasant farms 
and gardens

peasants, as 
defined by 

government

as defined by 
government

individual 
peasant farms

as defined by 
government
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ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
Country Agricultural 

land 
(thousands 

of ha)

Number of 
farms 

(thousands)

Criteria for 
small

 Number of 
small farms 
(thousands)

small farms 
as % of all 

farms

Agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small farmers
(thousands of 

ha)

% of 
agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small 
farmers

Most recent 
Gini index for 

land 
distribution  
& tendency *

South Korea 1,698 1165 < 3 ha 1,052 90.3 1,041 61.3
Sri Lanka 2,620 3252 < 8 ha 3,245 99.8 1,531 58.4
Tajikistan 4,844 31 20 64.5 730 15.1

Thailand 21,060 5793 < 3.2 ha 3,736 64.5 6,724 31.9 0.47
Turkmenistan 34,660 1006 1,000 99.4 1,700 4.9

Uzbekistan 26,651 4000 3,900 97.5 5,196 19.5

Vietnam 10,768 10689 < 1 ha 9,077 84.9 5,400 50.1 0.53

Yemen 23579 1488 < 1 ha 1,174 78.9 250 1.1
1,691,164 441,379 414,493 94 586,093 35

299,064 6,235 5,855 94 103,644 35

TOTAL 1,990,228 447,614 420,348 94 689,737 35

Notes:
Figures on agricultural land obtained from FAOSTAT

* 0 = equity and 1 = inequity

peasant farms 
and gardens

peasant farms 
and gardens

peasant farms 
and gardens

Subtotal for 
countries with 
complete data

Estimate for 
countries with 
incomplete data

Countries with incomplete data: Bahrain, Bhutan, Brunei, Fiji, Guam, Iraq, Kuwait, Micronesia,  Moldova, Mongolia, New Caledonia, North 
Korea, Oman, Papua New Guinea, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Syria, Taiwan, East Timor, United Arab Emirates.
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LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN
Country

Argentina 174,808 297 < 200 ha 207 69.7 10,099 5.8 ↑ 0.83
Barbados 20 17 17 100.0 5 25.0 ↑ 0.94

Bolivia 36,819 439 420 95.7 17,500 47.5

Brazil 329,941 5,175 Lei 11326 4,368 84.4 80,250 24.3 ↑ 0.86
Chile 30,443 278 < 20 ha 206 74.1 1,148 3.8 ↑ 0.91
Colombia 50,705 2,022 < 20 ha 1,585 78.4 7,102 14.0 ↑ 0.88
Costa Rica 3,070 101 89 88.1 750 24.4 0.67

Cuba 6,620 1,787 27.0
Ecuador 12,355 843 < 20 ha 712 84.5 2,481 20.1 ↓ 0.8
El Salvador 928 396 < 2 ha 325 82.1 269 29.0 0.58
Guatemala 3,750 830 < 3,5 ha 719 86.6 610 16.3 → 0.84
Guyana 1,675 25 < 5 ha 22 88.0 150 9.0
Haiti 1,779 1,100 <1.8 ha 990 90.0 950 53.4
Honduras 3,160 317 < 5 ha 228 71.9 379 12.0 0.66
Jamaica 407 229 < 1 ha 180 78.6 48 11.8
Mexico 112,349 5,549 4,211 75.9 40,793 36.3 0.63

Nicaragua 6,254 269 < 35 ha 188 69.9 1,547 24.7 ↑ 0.86
Panama 2,769 249 163 65.5 230 8.3 0.75

Paraguay 31,087 290 < 20 ha 242 83.4 1,340 4.3 0.94
Peru 38,742 2,260 < 5 ha 1,754 77.6 2,268 5.9 0.86
Puerto Rico 271 16 < 19,7 ha 14 87.5 61 22.5 0.77
Uruguay 16,420 57 < 100 ha 36 63.2 920 5.6 0.84
Venezuela 27,074 423 < 20 ha 296 70.0 1,445 5.3 0.88

891,446 21,182 16,972 80.1 172,132 19.3

2,868 1,151 922 80.1 554 19.3

Agricultural 
land 

(thousands of 
ha)

Number of 
farms 

(thousands)

Criteria for 
small

 Number of 
small farms 
(thousands)

small farms 
as % of all 

farms

Agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small farmers
(thousands of 

ha)

% of 
agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small 
farmers

Most recent 
Gini index for 

land 
distribution  
& tendency *

as defined by 
government

< 10 ha or 
collective

as defined by 
government

ejidos and 
indigenous 

communities

< 2 ha and 
collective

Subtotal for countries with 
complete data

Estimate for countries with 
incomplete data
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LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN
Country Agricultural 

land 
(thousands of 

ha)

Number of 
farms 

(thousands)

Criteria for 
small

 Number of 
small farms 
(thousands)

small farms 
as % of all 

farms

Agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small farmers
(thousands of 

ha)

% of 
agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small 
farmers

Most recent 
Gini index for 

land 
distribution  
& tendency *

TOTAL 894,314 22,333 17,894 80.1 172,686 19.3

Notes:
Figures on agricultural land obtained from FAOSTAT

* 0 = equity and 1 = inequity

Countries with incomplete data: Aruba, Bahamas, Belize, Bermuda, Cayman Islands, Dominica, Dominican Republic, French Guyana, Grenada, 
Guadeloupe, Martinique, Surinam.
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NORTH AMERICA
Country

Canada 67,503 205 < 162 ha 128 62.4% 6,878 10.2% ↑ 0.64
United States 410,933 2,205 1,722 78.1% 118,224 28.8% 0.78

TOTAL 478,436 2,410 1,850 76.8% 125,102 26.1%

Notes:
Figures on agricultural land obtained from FAOSTAT
* 0 = equity and 1 = inequity

Agricultural 
land 

(thousands 
of ha)

Number of 
farms 

(thousands)

Criteria for 
small

 Number of 
small farms 
(thousands)

small 
farms as 
% of all 
farms

Agricultural 
land in the 

hands of small 
farmers

(thousands of 
ha)

% of 
agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small 
farmers

Most recent 
Gini index for 

land 
distribution & 

tendency *

< US$ 50,000 
in annual sales
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EUROPE
Country

Albania 1,888 350 < 2 ha 305 87.1 334 17.7 0.84
Austria 3,189 165 < 8 ESU 91 54.7 1,643 51.5 ↓ 0.56
Belarus 8,897 506 502 99.2 1,532 17.2

Belgium 1,374 48 < 16 ESU 15 32.1 118 8.6 → 0.56
Bosnia & Herzegovina 2,136 515 < 5 ha 412 80.0 1,000 46.8
Bulgaria 3,051 493 < 1 ESU 375 76.1 184 6.0
Croatia 979 181 < 8 ESU 150 82.6 458 46.8 0.67
Cyprus 146 40 < 8 ESU 33 82.8 53 36.3 ↑ 0.63
Czech Rep 3,518 39 < 8 ESU 29 72.3 221 6.3 0.92
Denmark 2,663 45 < 8 ESU 12 26.7 122 4.6 ↑ 0.51
Estonia 907 23 < 8 ESU 23 97.9 283 31.2 0.71
Finland 2,292 68 < 8 ESU 27 40.2 353 15.4 ↑ 0.27
France 27,400 527 < 8 ESU 152 28.9 1,358 5.0  ↑ 0.58
Georgia 886 730 < 2 ha 680 93.2 421 47.5
Germany 16,931 371 < 16 ESU 183 49.5 2,446 14.4 ↓ 0.63
Greece 4,076 860 < 8 ESU 643 74.8 2,155 52.9 ↑ 0.58
Hungary 4,229 626 < 8 ESU 597 95.3 818 19.3
Ireland 4,139 128 < 8 ESU 63 48.9 1,182 28.6 ↓ 0.44
Italy 12,744 1,679 < 8 ESU 1,212 72.2 5,272 41.4  ↑ 0.80
Latvia 1,774 108 < 8 ESU 102 94.8 991 55.9 0.58
Lithuania 2,649 230 < 8 ESU 222 96.3 1,574 59.4
Luxembourg 131 2 < 8 ESU 1 21.7 19 14.5 ↑ 0.50
Macedonia 1,119 192 < 3 ha 172 89.6 131 11.7
Malta 10 11 < 8 ESU 10 86.8 7 68.0
Montenegro 518 49 family farms 49 99.6 294 56.8
Netherlands 2,074 77 < 16 ESU 18 22.8 138 6.7 ↑ 0.57
Norway 1,032 50 < 8 ESU 12 24.6 124 12.0  ↓ 0.18
Poland 15,477 2,391 < 8 ESU 2,146 89.8 8,029 51.9 0.69

Agricultural 
land 

(thousands 
of ha)

Number of 
farms 

(thousands)

Criteria for 
small

 Number of 
small farms 
(thousands)

small 
farms as 
% of all 
farms

Agricultural 
land in the 

hands of small 
farmers

(thousands of 
ha)

% of 
agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small 
farmers

Most recent 
Gini index for 

land 
distribution  
& tendency *

peasant farms 
and gardens
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EUROPE
Country Agricultural 

land 
(thousands 

of ha)

Number of 
farms 

(thousands)

Criteria for 
small

 Number of 
small farms 
(thousands)

small 
farms as 
% of all 
farms

Agricultural 
land in the 

hands of small 
farmers

(thousands of 
ha)

% of 
agricultural 
land in the 
hands of 

small 
farmers

Most recent 
Gini index for 

land 
distribution  
& tendency *

Portugal 3,473 275 < 8 ESU 237 86.2 1,454 41.9 ↓ 0.75
Romania 13,753 3,931 < 1 ESU 3,065 78.0 4,255 30.9
Russia 215,463 16,500 16,264 98.6 19,100 8.9

Serbia 5,112 779 < 5 ha 605 77.7 1,202 23.5
Slovakia 1,994 69 < 8 ESU 66 94.9 210 10.5
Slovenia 489 75 < 8 ESU 64 84.5 312 63.8 0.62
Spain 24,892 1,044 < 8 ESU 595 57.0 4,490 18.0 0.86
Sweden 3,118 73 < 8 ESU 46 62.7 679 21.8
Switzerland 1,052 57 < 20 ha 36 63.3 354 33.7 0.50
Turkey 18,434 3,077 < 10 ha 2,572 83.6 7,747 42.0 ↑ 0.65
United Kingdom 16,501 300 < 16 ESU 213 71.1 4,191 25.4 0.67
Ukraine 41,576 4,597 4,540 98.8 6,655 16.0

472,086 41,283 36,536 88.5 81,909 17.4

2,466 730 646 88.5 428 17.4

TOTAL 474,552 42,013 37,182 88.5 82,337 17.4

Notes
Figures on agricultural land obtained from FAOSTAT
Countries with incomplete data: Andorra, Greenland, Iceland, Moldova

* 0 = equity and 1 = inequity

individual 
peasant farms

individual 
peasant farms

Subtotal for countries with 
complete data

Estimate for countries 
with incomplete data

ESU stands for "European size unit". It represents a standard gross margin of EUR 1,200 to express the economic size of an agricultural holding 
or farm.


