Annex 1: Land grabbers of the Nacala Corridor

Company Main foreign owner Projected investment (US$),  Status

and Base Hectares, of deal
Sector
and Production

Summary

and References

African Century Agriculture  African Century Group 4,800 ha Done
Mauritius Finance
Soybeans
AgriSAMoz AgriSA 1,000,000 ha Done
South Africa Agriculture

African Century Agriculture, formerly known as GETT, is the largest contract-farming operator in
Gurue, Zambezia. The company is owned by the African Century Group of Mauritius, which was
established by Jonathan Chenevix-Trench, a former chairman of Morgan Stanley in London. African
Century acquired two DUATSs to grow soybeans for poultry feed, one for 1,000 ha in Gdrué and the
other for 3,800 ha in Lichinga on the lands of a former state farm. The Lichinga farm is handled
through a joint venture company called African Century Matama Limitada, which is part funded by
the Swedish International Development Agency

Nacala report, farmlandgrab.org

In June 2011, the Guardian reported that 800 South African farmers had been allocated up to 1
million ha in the Mozambican province of Gaza, by way of an arrangement negotiated by sugar
farmer Charl Senekal, an associate of the then South African president Jacob Zuma, and supported
by the large-scale South African farmers' union AgriSA, which has established a subsidiary in
Mozambique for the South African farmers called AgriSAMoz. Since 2013 AgriSaMoz has reported
attacks against its farmers and looting of their farms, yet by 2014 another 1000 South African
farmers were reported to have been granted land and approval by the Mozambican government.
AgriSA has a similar project in the Republic of the Congo, and has begun negotiations for projects

in Ethiopia and Malawi.

http.//www.theguardian.com/environment,/2011/may,/01/boers-moving-north-african-governments
http://www.agrisa.co.za/pdf/AGRI%20SA%20Annual%20Report%202013-14%20Part%2002%20
-%20Policy%20Committee.pdf
http.//www.iol.co.za/business/opinion/columnists/sa-farmers-make-a-success-of-move-into-conti-
nent-1.1760952#.VL_9s47zdKE


farmlandgrab.org
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2011/may/01/boers-moving-north-african-governments
http://www.agrisa.co.za/pdf/AGRI%20SA%20Annual%20Report%202013-14%20Part%2002%20-%20Policy%20Committee.pdf
http://www.agrisa.co.za/pdf/AGRI%20SA%20Annual%20Report%202013-14%20Part%2002%20-%20Policy%20Committee.pdf
http://www.iol.co.za/business/opinion/columnists/sa-farmers-make-a-success-of-move-into-continent-1.1760952#.VL_9s47zdKE
http://www.iol.co.za/business/opinion/columnists/sa-farmers-make-a-success-of-move-into-continent-1.1760952#.VL_9s47zdKE
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and Production

Agro Alfa S.AR.L José Adelino Nogueira 2,650 ha Done Agro Alfa was originally a Portuguese owned agricultural machinery company that was national-
Aires Alves Industrial ized in 1975. It was later privatised and taken over by the Portuguese businessman José Adelino
Portugal Soybeans Nogueira Aires Alves and Jacinto Sabino Mutemba of Mozambique. In 2011, the Chinese company

Tianjin Machinery Import & Export Corporation, and a Cyprus-based company, V&M- Import and
Export Agents (Pty) limited, made significant investments in the company's share capital. The
company acquired an initial 650 ha of former colonial estate in the Nampula province that had
been occupied by the farmers of the village since independence. In 2013 the company evicted the
farmers, fencing this land and planting soybeans. The company is also pursuing the acquisition of
other nearby colonial farms of around 2,000 ha. It is not clear if Agro Alfa is acquiring the lands
for its own operations or on behalf of other investors in partnership, as the owners of the company
are involved with several active investment companies in Mozambique, namely Rural Consult Ltd,
Tsemba Sociedade de Desenvolvimento Ltd and Aldira Group of Portugal.

Nacala report

AgroMoz Grupo Américo Amorim 10,000 ha Done AgroMoz is a joint venture between: Grupo Américo Amorim of Portugal, a holding company
Portugal Finance of Portugal's richest man Américo Amorim; Intelec, which the US embassy described as "an
Soybeans and rice investment vehicle for President Guebuza"; and the Pinesso Group of Brazil, which handles the

company's agricultural operations. In 2012 the company evicted around 1,000 peasants and began
planting soybeans on 500 ha in Lioma, which it increased to 1000 ha the following year. Despite
protests from peasants, AgroMoz was granted a DUAT in October 2014 for an additional 9,000
hain the area for a period of 40 years. The company's aerial spraying of pesticides is reported to

cause respiratory problems for families in the vicinity and to damage their food crops

Nacala report

Calmwind Pty Ltd Calmwind Pty Ltd 9,000 ha Done Calmwind Pty Ltd, an Australian company managed by Philip Davies, is reported to be developing
Australia Food hybrid rice production at its operations in Samoa, Solomon Island, Fiji, Papua New Guinea and Mo-
Rice zambique through a licensing arrangement with Philippines' hybrid rice seed producer SL Agritech

Corp. In December 2014, the Philippines Star reported that Calmwind and SL Agritech will be
partnering to produce hybrid rice on a 9,000 ha former sugarcane plantation owned by Calmwind
in Mozambique.



Company Main foreign owner

and Base

HK Jalan
India

Cha de Zambesia, Lda

Corredor Agro, Limitada Rift Valley Holdings

Mauritius

Projected investment (US$),

Hectares,
Sector

and Production
7,200 ha

Food

Tea

8,200 ha

Agriculture

Maize, soybeans, sesame
seeds, pulses, cassava and

bananas

Status
of deal

Done

Done

Summary
and References

Indian owned tea company HK Jalan functions through two subsidiaries in Mozambique-- Cha de
Magoma, S.A., bought from the Portuguese group JFS in 2006, and Cha de Zambesia, Limitada,
bought during the privatisation of the then state owned Cha de Mocambique in 2006. Cha de
Magoma, S.A. has a lease for 6, 000 ha of land, of which only 2, 000 ha is currently farmed, while
Cha de Zambesia Limitada has 1,200 ha, of which only 500 ha is under tea plantation. The rest of
the estate has a managed eucalyptus forest.

http.//hkjalangroup.in/tea.html

Corredor Agro is a joint venture between Mauritius-based Rift Valley Holdings, owned by the Von
Pezold and Hoegh Families, and Matanuska Mauritius Limited. The company established two
farms in Nampula: Meserepane Farm on 2,200 ha for field crops, including maize, soybeans, ses-
ame seeds, pulses and cassava, and the Metocheria Farm of 6,000 ha for bananas in partnership
with Norfund. The company was fined US$200,000 by the Mozambican government for violating
the country's labour laws. Furthermore, families around the Metocheria Farm complain that the
company took over all the fertile lands in the area and blocked access to their main water source

Nacala report,
http.//www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz/Legisla/boletinRep/boletins-da-republica-2009/br-n-o0-50-iii-
serie-2009-1/BR_50_III_SERIE_SUPLEMENTO_2009.pdf


http://hkjalangroup.in/tea.html
http://www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz/Legisla/boletinRep/boletins-da-republica-2009/br-n-o-50-iii-serie-2009-1/BR_50_III_SERIE_SUPLEMENTO_2009.pdf
http://www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz/Legisla/boletinRep/boletins-da-republica-2009/br-n-o-50-iii-serie-2009-1/BR_50_III_SERIE_SUPLEMENTO_2009.pdf

Company

EcoEnergia de Mocambique
Lda

Main foreign owner
and Base

EcoDevelopment in
Europe AB
Sweden

Projected investment (US$),

Hectares,

Sector

and Production

$1.3 million

1,000 ha

Energy

Sugarcane and ethanol

NEWH
of deal

Project
approved

Summary

and References

EcoEnergia de Mocambique Lda was established to develop a 15,000 ha sorghum ethanol project
by the Swedish company SEKAB-- a biofuels joint venture between three municipalities in Sweden
and the private Swedish company EcoDevelopment in Europe AB. SEKAB was also pursuing a
200,000 ha sugarcane ethanol project in Bagamoyo, Tanzania through another local subsidiary. In
2009, after much controversy and opposition at home and from affected communities in Africa,
the Swedish municipalities cut their direct ties to the project by selling their shares in the Tan-
zanian and Mozambican subsidiaries to EcoDevelopment, SEKAB's minority shareholder, for the
token price of 400 Crowns. Three owners of EcoDevelopment were also on the board of SEKAB,
including Per Carstedt, although they claim they had no part in the board's decision. EcoEnergia
de Mocambique Lda owns the Ouro Verde sugar plantation in Cabo Dalgado through its subsidi-
ary Ouro Verde, Limitada. The company has a 25-year lease for 1,000 ha but plans to scale up to
30,000 ha across the province. The company claims that by 2013 $1.3 million had been invested
in the site. One of the investors in EcoDevelopment is Swedia Capital's venture company, Swedia
HighP.

http://www.nai.uu.se/research/areas/land_governance/Final-report-project-SEKAB-experiences-in-
Tanzania.pdf
http.//www.ornskoldsvik.se/kommunochpolitik/pressochinformationsmaterial/kommunenkommenter-
aruppdraggranskning/fragorochsvar.4.1c837f7a147e60b9ffb639a4.html
http.//newint.org/features/2013/05/01/smallholders-last-land-keynote/
http.//www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz/Legisla/boletinRep/boletins-da-republica-2011/br-n-o0-43-iii-
serie-2011/BR_43_Ill_SERIE_20_SUPLEMENTO_2011.pdf

http./www.sekab.com/about-us/faq

http.//swediacapital.se/news/ecodev
http://www.nai.uu.se/research/areas/land_governance/Final-report-project-SEKAB-experiences-in-
Tanzania.pdf


http://www.nai.uu.se/research/areas/land_governance/Final-report-project-SEKAB-experiences-in-Tanzania.pdf
http://www.nai.uu.se/research/areas/land_governance/Final-report-project-SEKAB-experiences-in-Tanzania.pdf
http://www.ornskoldsvik.se/kommunochpolitik/pressochinformationsmaterial/kommunenkommenteraruppdraggranskning/fragorochsvar.4.1c837f7a147e60b9ffb639a4.html
http://www.ornskoldsvik.se/kommunochpolitik/pressochinformationsmaterial/kommunenkommenteraruppdraggranskning/fragorochsvar.4.1c837f7a147e60b9ffb639a4.html
http://www.ornskoldsvik.se/kommunochpolitik/pressochinformationsmaterial/kommunenkommenteraruppdraggranskning/fragorochsvar.4.1c837f7a147e60b9ffb639a4.html
http://www.ornskoldsvik.se/kommunochpolitik/pressochinformationsmaterial/kommunenkommenteraruppdraggranskning/fragorochsvar.4.1c837f7a147e60b9ffb639a4.html
http://www.ornskoldsvik.se/kommunochpolitik/pressochinformationsmaterial/kommunenkommenteraruppdraggranskning/fragorochsvar.4.1c837f7a147e60b9ffb639a4.html
http://www.sekab.com/about-us/faq
http://swediacapital.se/news/ecodev
http://www.nai.uu.se/research/areas/land_governance/Final-report-project-SEKAB-experiences-in-Tanzania.pdf
http://www.nai.uu.se/research/areas/land_governance/Final-report-project-SEKAB-experiences-in-Tanzania.pdf

Company

EmVest Limpopo Limitada

Episteme Mozambique Lda

Main foreign owner
and Base

EmVest Asset Manage-
ment
Mauritius

Baobab Resources
UK

Projected investment (US$),

Hectares,

Sector

and Production

1,000 ha

Food

Tomatoes, maize, potatoes

20,293 ha
Mining
Sugarcane, cotton,

sunflower and soybean

Status
of deal

Done

Done

Summary
and References

EmVest Limpopo Limitada is the Mozambican subsidiary of EmVest Asset Management, a joint
venture between Emergent Asset Management and Grainvest, a subsidiary of the RussellStone
Group. EmVest Asset Management and consequently EmVest Limpopo Limitada are South African
companies but the latter is registered in the Mauritius. The company was given a 50-year DUAT in
September 2009 for 1,000 ha for the production of tomatoes, maize and potatoes. However, the
company intends to double this in its ‘second phase’. EmVest Limpopo Ltda has the right to utilize
unlimited water from the nearby water source. Conflicts have been reported with the local com-
munities over the company's efforts to expand its operations.

http.//www.oaklandinstitute.org/sites/oaklandinstitute.org/files/Emvest_Limpopo_CPI_Authoriza-
tion_(English)%5B1%5D_0.pdf

http.//www.sourcewatch.org/images/b/b9/0Il_Emvest_Brief.pdf
http://farmlandgrab.org/uploads/attachment,/01%20Em Vest%20Matuba_DUAT_(Mozambique)docu-
ment[1].pdf
http://ejatlas.org/conflict/matuba-farm-emvests-land-fund-in-limpopo-chokwe-gaza-province-mozam-
bique

Episteme Mozambique Lda is owned by Baobab Resources, an Australian based but British regis-
tered mining company, South African Episteme Partners (Pty), Afritrac Africa Investment, Trade &
Consulting, Jodo Baptista Colaco Jamal, José Ajape Hussene Chironga, and Issufo Abdul Sharref
Shukran Malunda. In December 2011, Episteme Mozambique Lda was given a DUAT of 20, 293 ha
in the Tete Province to produce sugar, cotton, sunflower and soybeans.

http://www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz/comunicados/comunicados-2011/COMUNICADO%2045%20
SOCM%20-%2019.12.2011.pdf
http.//labournet.de/internationales/mz/hanlon193.pdf


http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/sites/oaklandinstitute.org/files/Emvest_Limpopo_CPI_Authorization_(English)%5B1%5D_0.pdf
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/sites/oaklandinstitute.org/files/Emvest_Limpopo_CPI_Authorization_(English)%5B1%5D_0.pdf
http://www.sourcewatch.org/images/b/b9/OI_Emvest_Brief.pdf 
http://farmlandgrab.org/uploads/attachment/OI%20EmVest%20Matuba_DUAT_(Mozambique)document[1].pdf
http://farmlandgrab.org/uploads/attachment/OI%20EmVest%20Matuba_DUAT_(Mozambique)document[1].pdf
http://ejatlas.org/conflict/matuba-farm-emvests-land-fund-in-limpopo-chokwe-gaza-province-mozambique
http://ejatlas.org/conflict/matuba-farm-emvests-land-fund-in-limpopo-chokwe-gaza-province-mozambique
http://www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz/comunicados/comunicados-2011/COMUNICADO%2045%20SOCM%20-%2019.12.2011.pdf
http://www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz/comunicados/comunicados-2011/COMUNICADO%2045%20SOCM%20-%2019.12.2011.pdf
http://labournet.de/internationales/mz/hanlon193.pdf

Company Main foreign owner Projected investment (US$),  Status Summary

and Base Hectares, of deal and References
Sector

and Production

Green Power East Africa Ltd ~ Green Power Holding AG 2,800 ha Done Green Power Holding AG, a biofuels company based in Zurich, Switzerland, acquired 2,800 ha of
Switzerland Energy land in Manica, Mozambique for the production of biofuel and food crops, through its subsidiary
Jatropha, maize, Green Power East Africa Ltd and reportedly in partnership with Agro Pecuaria de Manica Lda and

soybeans and cowpease Maputo-based Whatana Investments, a company chaired by Nelson Mandela's third wife Graca

Machel. However, in January 2014, Green Power Holding AG went into liquidation and the status
of the land concession is not known.

http.//www.moneyhouse.ch/en/u/green_power_holding_ag_CH-020.3.031.656-6.htm?eid=2913803
http.//www.jatropha.pro/Jatropha%20projects.htm
http.//trickleout.net/index.php/directory-pilot/kenya/green-power-east-africa-Itd

Grown Energy Zambeze Tata Chemicals $320 million Done In 201, Indian conglomerate Tata Chemicals, announced that its Mozambican subsidiary, Grown

Holdings Pvt. Ltd India 24,000 ha Energy Zambeze Limitada, would invest US$320 million to develop an ethanol plant and sugar
Energy cane plantations on 24,000 ha of land it had acquired in Chemba, Sofala Province. An initial 1,300
Sugarcane and ethanol ha were cleared in 2011.

http./www.tatachemicals.com/investors/downloads/subsidiaries_financials/GEZ.pdf
http./www.macauhub.com.mo/en/2011/08/01/grown-energy-invests-us320-million-to-produce-bio-
fuels-in-mozambique/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/directorsreport.cms?companyid=12913&year=2011

Grupo Madal S.AR.L Rift Valley Holdings 97,000 ha Done Grupo Madal was founded in 1903 making it the oldest subsidiary company of Mauritius-based
Mauritius Agriculture Rift Valley Holdings. Grupo Madal has the rights to 97, 000 ha of varied land, including a 15,000
Coconuts, cattle, ha coconut plantation. The company also owns the 17, 675 ha Mahima Game Reserve, where it
hardwood forest concession raises Zambezi bred cattle, and a large hardwood forest concession.

http://www.riftvalley.com/grupo-madal/
http.//personal.lse.ac.uk/sutton/mozambique_english_edn.pdf

Hoyo Hoyo BXR 28,000 ha Done Hoyo Hoyo was established by the Portuguese company Quifel Natural Resources Mocambique,
Holland Energy, Finance Lda, subsidiary of Quifel Natural Resources SA. The company floundered and in 2012 Quifel Natu-
Soybeans and maize ral Resources SA sold its shares to a company registered in the Mauritius called Hoyo One Ltd,

owned by the BXR group of the Netherlands. Hoyo Hoyo has a DUAT in Zambézia for 20,000 ha
and another in Tete for 8,000 ha where it produces soybeans and maize


http://www.moneyhouse.ch/en/u/green_power_holding_ag_CH-020.3.031.656-6.htm?eid=2913803
http://www.jatropha.pro/Jatropha%20projects.htm
http://trickleout.net/index.php/directory-pilot/kenya/green-power-east-africa-ltd
http://www.tatachemicals.com/investors/downloads/subsidiaries_financials/GEZ.pdf 
http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/2011/08/01/grown-energy-invests-us320-million-to-produce-bio-fuels-in-mozambique/
http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/2011/08/01/grown-energy-invests-us320-million-to-produce-bio-fuels-in-mozambique/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/directorsreport.cms?companyid=12913&year=2011
http://www.riftvalley.com/grupo-madal/ 
http://personal.lse.ac.uk/sutton/mozambique_english_edn.pdf

Company

Indivest Limitada

Macs-in Moz Limitada

Massingir Agro-Industrial

Main foreign owner
and Base

Rosinda Castanhas and
Daniel Pedrosa Lopes
Portugal

Chistoffel Breytenbach
and

Howard Blight

South Africa

Transvaal Suiker Beperk
South Africa

Projected investment (US$),

Hectares,

Sector

and Production
30,000 ha
Agriculture
Soybean and

maize for feedstock

1,000 ha
Agriculture

Fruits and nuts

$740 million

37,000 ha

Energy

Sugarcane and ethanol

Status
of deal

Done

Done

Done

Summary
and References

Indivest Limitada is a Lisbon-based company owned by Portuguese businesswomen Rosinda
Castanhas and Daniel Pedrosa Lopes. In September 2014, the company acquired a lease for around
30,000 ha of farmland in Nampula from the Mozambican government for soybean and maize
production. Lopes suggested that in the future this could be increased to 200,000 ha. Local farm-
ers have strongly objected to this project, highlighting the lack of transparency of the government
authorities in allocating the land concession.

http./www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz/Legisla/boletinRep/boletins-da-republica-2012/br-n-o-48-iii-
serie-2012/BR_48_IIl_SERIE_3.0%20SUPLEMENTO_2012.pdf
http.//www.agroportal.pt/agronoticias/2014,/09/03d.htm

Macs-in-Moz Limitada is a Mozambican registered agricultural company owned by South African
farmers Christoffel Breytenbach and Howard Blight and a "European based investor". The company
and its affiliate, Moz Avos, are developing 1000 ha of fruit and nut orchards near Chimoio, with

plans to expand to 1500 ha under irrigation

http.//www.macsinmoz.com/

http.//www.tradeinvestafrica.com/feature_articles/245028.htm
http.//www.clubofmozambique.com/solutionsT/sectionnews.php?secao=business&id=31600&tipo=on
Massingir Agro-Industrial (MAI) is 51% owned by the South African company Transvaal Suiker
Beperk and 49% by the Mozambican company Sociedade de Investimentos Agroindustrias de
Limpopo (SIAL). Several shareholders in the project are also high up government officials in Mo-
zambique, such as the chairperson of SIAL Octavio Muthema, a former minister of industry. MAI
began production of sugarcane for ethanol on 37,000 ha of lands formerly allocated to another
sugar producer, ProCana. MAI says it intends to invest US$740 million in the project.

Elke Praagman, ‘The Political arenas of water management in the Limpopo basin, Mozambique’, Water
Resources Management Group, (Wageningen University, Aug 2013)
http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/2012/11/12/south-african-and-mozambican-consortium-plans-to-
produce-sugar-and-ethanol-in-mozambique/


http://www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz/Legisla/boletinRep/boletins-da-republica-2012/br-n-o-48-iii-serie-2012/BR_48_III_SERIE_3.o%20SUPLEMENTO_2012.pdf
http://www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz/Legisla/boletinRep/boletins-da-republica-2012/br-n-o-48-iii-serie-2012/BR_48_III_SERIE_3.o%20SUPLEMENTO_2012.pdf
http://www.agroportal.pt/agronoticias/2014/09/03d.htm
http://www.macsinmoz.com/ 
http://www.tradeinvestafrica.com/feature_articles/245028.htm 
http://www.clubofmozambique.com/solutions1/sectionnews.php?secao=business&id=31600&tipo=on
http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/2012/11/12/south-african-and-mozambican-consortium-plans-to-produce-sugar-and-ethanol-in-mozambique/
http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/2012/11/12/south-african-and-mozambican-consortium-plans-to-produce-sugar-and-ethanol-in-mozambique/

Company

Matanuska Mozambique

MedEnergy Global

Montara Continental Inc

Main foreign owner
and Base

Rift Valley Holdings
Mauritius

MedEnergy Global
UK

Obtala Resources Ltd
UK

Projected investment (US$),

Hectares,
Sector

and Production
16,000 ha
Agriculture
Bananas

$85 million
10,000 ha
Energy

Oil palm

9,875 ha
Mining
Groundnuts and sunflower

Status
of deal

Done

Project
approved

Done

Summary
and References

Established in 2008, Matanuska Mozambique Limitada is a joint venture between Rift Valley Hold-
ings of Mauritius and the Government of Norway's Norfund. The company's total land holdings
amount to 16,000 ha, including a 2,500 ha banana plantation that supplies exclusively to Dole
Fresh Fruit Europe. There have been repeated disputes with local communities and workers over
land and labour conditions at the company's operations.

http://www.riftvalley.com/bananas/

http./www.macauhub.com.mo/en/2012/10/26 /matanuska-mocambique-exports-1400-tons-of-
bananas-a-day/

http://www.freshfruitportal.com,/2014,/01/30/dole-announces-mozambique-
partnership/?country=united%20kingdom

MedEnergy Global is a UK-based holding company owned by lItaly’s Belleli family, which made

its fortune in the energy sector. MedEnergy is pursuing a 10,000 ha oil-palm plantation project in
Mozambique's Cabo Delgado Province, with a planned investment of $85 million. Approval of the
project was granted by Mozambique's investment authority in 2010.

http.//archivio-radiocor.ilsole24ore.com/articolo-790996 /mozambico-ok-cpi-investimento/

Obtala Resources is a British registered mining company that also holds major investments in
forestry and agriculture in Tanzania and Mozambique. In 2010, its subsidiary Montara Continental
Inc, acquired a 9,875 ha land concession in Mozambique to produce oilseed crops and possibly
higher value crops such as tomatoes and chillies. The company's total agricultural land concession
area in Mozambique and Tanzania is 43,662 ha, with 410,618 ha in forestry concessions in the two

countries

http.//www.montaracontinental.com/mozambique_agriculture.html
http.//www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/investing/article-2265795/SMALL-CAPS-FOCUS-Forestry-
resources-big-potential-Obtala.htm


http://www.riftvalley.com/bananas/ 
http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/2012/10/26/matanuska-mocambique-exports-1400-tons-of-bananas-a-day/
http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/2012/10/26/matanuska-mocambique-exports-1400-tons-of-bananas-a-day/
http://www.freshfruitportal.com/2014/01/30/dole-announces-mozambique-partnership/?country=united%20kingdom
http://www.freshfruitportal.com/2014/01/30/dole-announces-mozambique-partnership/?country=united%20kingdom
http://archivio-radiocor.ilsole24ore.com/articolo-790996/mozambico-ok-cpi-investimento/
http://www.montaracontinental.com/mozambique_agriculture.html 
http://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/investing/article-2265795/SMALL-CAPS-FOCUS-Forestry-resources-big-potential-Obtala.htm
http://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/investing/article-2265795/SMALL-CAPS-FOCUS-Forestry-resources-big-potential-Obtala.htm

Company

Mozaco

Mozambique Biofuel Indus-

tries

Mozbife Lda

Main foreign owner
and Base

Rioforte Investments
Luxembourg

Altie Steenkamp
South Africa

Agritetrra Ltd
UK

Projected investment (US$),

Hectares,

Sector

and Production
$50 million
2,389 ha

Finance
Soybeans, cotton,
maize sunflowers

$3 million
11,000 ha
Agriculture

21,000 ha
Agriculture
Cattle and feed

Status
of deal

Done

Done

Done

Summary
and References

Mozambique Agricultural Corporation, S.A. (Mozaco) is a company created in 2012 through a
partnership between the Mozambican group Jodo Ferreira dos Santos (JFS) and Luxembourg-
based Rioforte Investments (RI), which is the investment arm of Portugal's Espirito Santo Group.
Rl is the majority owner of Mozaco, with 60% of the company's shares. In June 2013 the company
acquired a DUAT for 2,389 ha in the Malema District of Nampula Province to primarily plant soy-
beans and cotton. An initial investment of $5 million was made for the first 5 years. The objective
is to expand to 20,000 ha, with an increased investment of $45 million for the second 5-10 year
phase. So far, 1,000 farmers have been evicted to make way for the project, while a further 4,500
families will be evicted if the project is expanded to 20,000 ha. However, following the financial
collapse of the Espirito Santo Group, the Commercial Court of Luxembourg ruled in October 2014
that Rl was to be liquidated in order to pay off its creditors. The implications for Mozaco are not
clear.

Nacala Report and Farmlandgrab

Mozambique Biofuel Industries (MBFI) is a South African company owned by Altie Steenkamp.

It claims to have the "relevant legal ownership" for 11,000 ha of land in Mocuba, Zambezia, with
1,000 ha ready for production. The Steenkamp family claims to have invested US$3 million and is
seeking investors to provide an additional US$5-25 million to bring the lands into production.

http./www.angelcapitalmarket.com/investment-opportunity/seeking-investor-for-agricultural-develop-
ment-in-mozambique-personally-08277

Agriterra Ltd is a UK and Irish owned company, functioning in Mozambique through its subsidiary
Mozbife Limitada, a vertically integrated cattle ranching and feedlot business. It aims to provide
beef for the domestic and export markets. It currently holds a lease for 21,000 ha of land across
four main operations, including an abattoir, but intends to increase this to 23,650 ha. In June 2013
it had a herd in excess of 6,500 cattle but aims to build a herd in excess of 10,000 by 2015. The
company is also active in Sierra Leone, with a 50-year lease on 45,000 ha for oil palm plantations
and 3,200 ha for commercial cocoa production.

Land Matrix
http://www.agriterra-Itd.com/News.aspx?Articleld=20993265
http.//farmlandgrab.org/post/view,/22588
http.//www.savills.co.uk/research_articles/141282/145817-0


http://www.angelcapitalmarket.com/investment-opportunity/seeking-investor-for-agricultural-development-in-mozambique-personally-08277
http://www.angelcapitalmarket.com/investment-opportunity/seeking-investor-for-agricultural-development-in-mozambique-personally-08277
http://www.agriterra-ltd.com/News.aspx?ArticleId=20993265
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/view/22588 
http://www.savills.co.uk/research_articles/141282/145817-0

Company

Murrimo Farming Lda

Olam Mozambique Lda

Main foreign owner
and Base

Crookes Brothers Ltd
South Africa

Olam International Ltd

Singapore

Projected investment (US$),  Status
Hectares, of deal
Sector

and Production

$15 million Done
3,200 ha

Agriculture

Macadamia nuts,

maize and potatoes

$35,000,000 Done
9,530 ha

Food

Rice and sugarcane

Summary
and References

Crookes Brothers Ltd is a South African owned company. It is currently working in Mozambique
through its subsidiaries Murrimo Farming Lda and Murrimo Macadamia Lda. The company pro-
duces macadamia nuts, maize and potatoes. In 2011 it signed a lease for 3,200 ha of land, although
the company’s website states only 1,500 ha of this is currently under operation. By 2017 the
company aims to expand from 400 ha to 700 ha of macadamia, 120 ha of potato and 1,000 ha of
maize. The company says it will invest US$15 million and create 350 new jobs.

http.//www.cbl.co.za/about_us/business-environment/
http./www.financialmail.co.za/business/money,/2013,/08/15/crookes-brothers-sell-bredasdorp-grain-
farm
http./www.new-alliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/July%202014%20new %20New%20Alli-
ance%20public%20summaries%20FINAL%208%205%2014%20(2).pdf
http://www.jornalnoticias.co.mz/index.php/provincia-em-foco/28628-zambezia-projecto-de-macada-
mia-custa-800-milhoes-de-dolares

Olam Mozambique Lda is a subsidiary of Olam International, a Singapore-based corporation that
is one of the world's largest agricultural commodity trading companies. In 2011, Olam announced
it would invest $35 million in rice production in Mozambique. It began by acquiring rights to a
400 ha concession at an irrigated rice scheme in Mopeia, Zambezia in March 2011, then in 2013 it
acquired an additional 9,130 ha nearby on the banks of the Cuacua river, where the company says
it will devote 5500 ha to sugarcane production.

http://farmlandgrab.org/post/view,/22049
http.//pda.verdade.co.mz/economia/33647-governo-entrega-9130-hectares-para-producao-
de-arroz-na-zambezia

http://newint.org/features/web-exclusive/2013/05/23/olam-land-grabs-francis-assisi-mozambique/


http://www.cbl.co.za/about_us/business-environment/ 
http://www.financialmail.co.za/business/money/2013/08/15/crookes-brothers-sell-bredasdorp-grain-farm
http://www.financialmail.co.za/business/money/2013/08/15/crookes-brothers-sell-bredasdorp-grain-farm
http://www.new-alliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/July%202014%20new%20New%20Alliance%20public%20summaries%20FINAL%208%205%2014%20(2).pdf
http://www.new-alliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/July%202014%20new%20New%20Alliance%20public%20summaries%20FINAL%208%205%2014%20(2).pdf
http://www.jornalnoticias.co.mz/index.php/provincia-em-foco/28628-zambezia-projecto-de-macadamia-custa-800-milhoes-de-dolares
http://www.jornalnoticias.co.mz/index.php/provincia-em-foco/28628-zambezia-projecto-de-macadamia-custa-800-milhoes-de-dolares
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/view/22049 
http://pda.verdade.co.mz/economia/33647-governo-entrega-9130-hectares-para-producao-de-arroz-na-zambezia
http://pda.verdade.co.mz/economia/33647-governo-entrega-9130-hectares-para-producao-de-arroz-na-zambezia
http://newint.org/features/web-exclusive/2013/05/23/olam-land-grabs-francis-assisi-mozambique/

Company

Principle Energy Limited

Prio Goods MZ, S.A.

Main foreign owner
and Base

Principle Capital Holdings
UK

Grupo Martifer
Portugal

Projected investment (US$),

Hectares,
Sector

and Production
$50 million
23,000 ha
Finance
Sugarcane

24,234 ha

Food

Sunflower, maize,
soybean and peanut

Status
of deal

Done

Aban-
doned

Summary
and References

Principle Capital Holdings (PCH) is listed on London's AIM. Its shareholders include Nicholas
Trust (Australia), Jupiter (UK), Deutsche Bank (Germany) and SVM Asset Management (UK).
The company has 23,000 ha in the Dombe District of Mozambique where it intends to develop a
sugarcane plantation and ethanol plant. The company says it has so far raised $50 million out of a
total project cost of $290 million. The project will be overseen by Principle Energy Limited, a group
company of PCH. Construction of the ethanol plant was supposed to start in 2010 and conclude
by 2013 but by 2011 sugar cane production had not yet reached a level to warrant the start of
construction. As of 2013 only 1000 ha were cleared, 307 prepared for planting and 136 ha planted.
The dam and irrigation system is 75% complete. Currently, construction and further planting are
halted due to financial issues.

http.//www.prinenergy.com/output/pagel85.asp
http://ejatlas.org/conflict/principle-capital-holdings-biofuel-project-in-dombe-mozambique
http.//pubs.iied.org/pdfs/12563IIED.pdf
http.//www.hiidunia.com/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2013/04/Land-grabs-biofuels-and-poverty-
in-Mozambique.pdf
http./www.hiidunia.com/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2013/04/Land-grabs-biofuels-and-poverty-
in-Mozambique.pdf

Prio Foods MZ, S.A., a subsidiary of Portuguese company Grupo Martifer, began investing in
farmland in Mozambique in 2008 and by 2011 it had acquired 24,234 ha, with 3,000 ha under
cultivation of sunflower. The company planned to grow maize, cereals, oil seeds, and peanuts on its
own farm and through contract production. However, the project was reported to have collapsed in
early 2013, in part due to a lack of access to water, leaving thousands of contract farmers stranded.
Although the website still promotes the project, all production is said to be stopped.

http.//www.open.ac.uk/technology/mozambique/sites/www.open.ac.uk.technology.mozambique/files/
files/Chickens_and_beer-a_recipe_for_growth_in_Mozambique.pdf
http://priofoods.com/areas-de-negocio/agricultura/mocambique/


http://www.prinenergy.com/output/page185.asp 
http://ejatlas.org/conflict/principle-capital-holdings-biofuel-project-in-dombe-mozambique 
http://pubs.iied.org/pdfs/12563IIED.pdf 
http://www.hiidunia.com/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2013/04/Land-grabs-biofuels-and-poverty-in-Mozambique.pdf
http://www.hiidunia.com/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2013/04/Land-grabs-biofuels-and-poverty-in-Mozambique.pdf
http://www.hiidunia.com/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2013/04/Land-grabs-biofuels-and-poverty-in-Mozambique.pdf
http://www.hiidunia.com/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2013/04/Land-grabs-biofuels-and-poverty-in-Mozambique.pdf
http://www.open.ac.uk/technology/mozambique/sites/www.open.ac.uk.technology.mozambique/files/files/Chickens_and_beer-a_recipe_for_growth_in_Mozambique.pdf
http://www.open.ac.uk/technology/mozambique/sites/www.open.ac.uk.technology.mozambique/files/files/Chickens_and_beer-a_recipe_for_growth_in_Mozambique.pdf
http://priofoods.com/areas-de-negocio/agricultura/mocambique/

Company Main foreign owner Projected investment (US$),

and Base Hectares,
Sector

Status
of deal

Summary
and References

and Production
Rajarambapu Patil Sahakari Rajarambapu Patil Saha- 17,000 ha

Sakhar Karkhana Ltd kari Sakhar Karkhana Ltd ~ Agriculture

India Sugarcane, cassava and rice
Regional Development Com-  Regional Development 19,000 ha
pany (Mocambique) Lda Company Ltd Finance

Mauritius

Done

Done

Rajarambapu Patil Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana Ltd is an Indian company owned by Maharashtra's
Rural Development Minister and member of the National Congress Party Jayant R Patil. In August
2013 it signed a 49-year lease with the Mozambique government for 17, 000 ha for the production
of sugar cane but also cassava and rice. The objective is to set up a cooperative sugar factory. The
company is also said to be interested in expanding sugar production in Kenya.

http://www.farmlandgrab.org/post/view,/22400
http./www.livemint.com/Politics/rQW4t7qjRulwi2Scc15wiM,/Maharashtras-sugar-cooperatives-seek-
to-expand-in-Africa.html

Regional Development Company Ltd (RDC) was established in 2009 by the Mauritian Govern-
ment to carry out investments in food production in Mozambique. It operates through its Mozam-
bican subsidiary Regional Development Company (Mocambique) Limitada, which is 100% owned
by the Mauritian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. RDC was issued two DUATs of 49-years, for 5,000
ha of land in the Manica province and 18,500 ha in Maputo province. RDC acts as an interface
between foreign companies and the Mozambican government, and assigns them lands within its
DUAT concessions for which the company pays an annual fee to RDC. The following companies
are engaged in operations on RDC lands: British American Investment Co. Ltd of Mauritius, a
major shareholder of Nairobi-based Equity Bank, which is pursuing a maze and soybean planta-
tion on 6,000 ha; La Compagnie de Trois Amis Ltd and Prama Consulting Services Ltd, pursuing a
rice plantation on 4,000 ha; Mozpeixe SA of Mozambique, which is owned by Quantum Business
Development Ltd and partners from South Africa and Mauritius, pursuing an aquaculture project;
Nirmal seeds Pvt Ltd of India, which is pursuing 2,000 ha for rice seed production; and finally Sri
Rajeswari Oil Traders of India, which is pursuing oilseed production on 4,000 ha. In 2013 RDC
issued another call for investors for a new 2,456 ha DUAT acquired in Nampula Province,where
hundreds of local small farmers currently farm.

GRAIN/UNAC Nacala report


http://www.farmlandgrab.org/post/view/22400 
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/rQW4t7qjRuJwl2Scc15wiM/Maharashtras-sugar-cooperatives-seek-to-expand-in-Africa.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/rQW4t7qjRuJwl2Scc15wiM/Maharashtras-sugar-cooperatives-seek-to-expand-in-Africa.html

Company Main foreign owner

and Base

Projected investment (US$),  Status
Hectares, of deal
Sector

and Production

Summary
and References

Rei do Agro Aslan Global Manage-
ment
us

Sena Holdings Ltd Tereos
France

Socialende De Zambezia Cha Export Trading Group

Sarl Holdings
Singapore

Southern African Oils SOGEIN SRL
[taly

2,500 ha Done
Finance
Soybeans for feedstock

14,000 ha Done
Agriculture
Sugarcane

7,385 ha Done
Food
Tea

1,000 ha Done
Agriculture
Coconut

Rei Do Agro Limitada is a subsidiary of US company Aslan Global Management, which was es-
tablished by church-based financiers Jes Terp and Paul Larson. Rei do Agro receives funding from
DFID and other European development agencies through AgDevCo. The company has a 50-year
DUAT for 2,500 ha in Gurug, with a commitment for an additional 10,000 ha. In conjunction with
Mozambique Fresh Eggs, the company is to use the land to produce soya for feedstock. It claims to
have invested $5 million in its operations by 2012. Aslan Global has also acquired farmland in the
Ukraine and Tanzania.

In 2007 French sugar giant Tereos, through its Brazilian subsidiary, Acticar Guarani, acquired 75%
of Mozambique's Sena Holdings Ltd, which is registered in Mauritius. This gave Tereos full control
over Sena's sugar factory in the Marromeu sugar estate and a 50-year lease on 14,000 ha of sugar
plantations in Zambezia province. The company also produces and refines sugar in Tanzania.

http.//agritrade.cta.int/Agriculture/Commodities/Sugar/ Tereos-corporate-profile
https.//www.agra-net.net/agra/international-sugar-and-sweetener-report/sugar-news/cane-sugar/
mozambique---tereos-sugar-output-falls-sharply-in-201314--1.htm

ETG, owned by Kenya's Patel family, is incorporated in Singapore but its farming operations are
run through its Mauritian subsidiary, ETG Holdings. The company is one of the largest farmland
owners in Africa, with extensive holdings in Tanzania, Mozambique, Zambia and the DRC. It has
recently received heavy financial backing from the World Bank's International Finance Corporation
and the Standard Chartered Bank of the UK. ETG operates in Mozambique through various sub-
sidiaries, including Socialende De Zambezia Cha Sarl, which acquired a lease for 7385 ha of land
for tea plantations in Gurue. The company says it also has an additional 156,000 ha of "greenfield"

farm operations in Mozambique.

http./www.etgworld.com/wp-content/files_mf/etgcpmarketingdigitalfa.pdf

The Italian company SOGEIN SRL is functioning in Mozambique through its subsidiary Southern
African Qils, which was set up in 2011. This company is dedicated to the processing of raw materi-
als of coconut, in particular the production of coconut oil. The company claims to have leased
1,000 ha of land for this purpose.

http://agroindustria.sogein.com/?categoria=1&pagina=17


http://agritrade.cta.int/Agriculture/Commodities/Sugar/Tereos-corporate-profile 
https://www.agra-net.net/agra/international-sugar-and-sweetener-report/sugar-news/cane-sugar/mozambique---tereos-sugar-output-falls-sharply-in-201314--1.htm
https://www.agra-net.net/agra/international-sugar-and-sweetener-report/sugar-news/cane-sugar/mozambique---tereos-sugar-output-falls-sharply-in-201314--1.htm
http://www.etgworld.com/wp-content/files_mf/etgcpmarketingdigitalfa.pdf
http://agroindustria.sogein.com/?categoria=1&pagina=17

Company

Trigon Mozagri Spv

Ubuntu SA

Main foreign owner
and Base

Trigon Capital
Estonia

The Libya Africa Investe-
ment Portfolio
Libya

Projected investment (US$),  Status
Hectares, of deal
Sector

and Production

$3 million Done
18,800 ha

Finance

Cotton, soybeans, maize

$33 million Done
20,000 ha

Finance

Rice

Summary
and References

Trigon Capital is a company based in Estonia that is controlled by Finnish businessman Joakim
Johan Helenius and the Finnish private equity firm Thominvest Oy. The company has land holdings
of some 170,000 ha in Ukraine and Russia, as well as dairy farms in Estonia. In 2013 Trigon Capital
launched Trigon Mozagri Spv in Estonia, to invest in Mozambique, with Helenius and Jan Peter Ing-
man as directors. The company acquired 51% of shares in the former state-owned cotton company
Mocotex LLC in Zambezia Province. According to Trigon, Mocotex has a 1000 ha commercial farm
and overall access to 18,800 ha of prime arable land. Trigon Capital is raising up to $3 million of
equity capital to expand its commercial farm by developing 2,700 ha of irrigated farmland and
7,900 ha of rain-fed farmland. It is also looking to expand its contract-farming network to include
over 10,000 ha of land.

GRAIN/UNAC Nacala report

http://www.danishfarmersabroad.dk/wp-content/uploads/2014,/03/ Trigon-MozAgri-teaser-for-pri-
vate-clients-ENG-2014.pdf

The Libya Africa Investment Portfolio (LAP), a sovereign wealth fund of the Libyan government,
and the Mozambican company Ubuntu SA say they have secured land for rice production in Bela
Vista, amounting to 20,000 ha. This was the LAP's third large-scale rice project in Africa, after
Liberia and Mali. The project is expected to cost US$33 million. The company began production on
400 ha of land in 2012, then expand to 6,000 ha and finally to the full 20,000 ha. However, subse-
quent land disputes in the southernmost district of Matutuine, Maputo Province and the fall of the
Gaddafi government in Libya have left the current status of the project unclear.

http.//www.grain.org/es/article/entries/1667-mauritius-leads-land-grabs-for-rice-in-mozambique
http://riceforafrica.org/index.php/card-countries/card-group-2-contact-list/togo?id=1009
http://www.open.ac.uk/technology/mozambique/sites/www.open.ac.uk.technology.mozambique/files/
pics/d130988.pdf


http://www.danishfarmersabroad.dk/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Trigon-MozAgri-teaser-for-private-clients-ENG-2014.pdf
http://www.danishfarmersabroad.dk/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Trigon-MozAgri-teaser-for-private-clients-ENG-2014.pdf
http://www.grain.org/es/article/entries/1667-mauritius-leads-land-grabs-for-rice-in-mozambique 
http://riceforafrica.org/index.php/card-countries/card-group-2-contact-list/togo?id=1009 
http://www.open.ac.uk/technology/mozambique/sites/www.open.ac.uk.technology.mozambique/files/pics/d130988.pdf
http://www.open.ac.uk/technology/mozambique/sites/www.open.ac.uk.technology.mozambique/files/pics/d130988.pdf

Company

Wanbao Africa Agriculture
Development, Limitada

Main foreign owner
and Base

Trés Fontes Investment,
Limited
Mauritius

Projected investment (US$),

Hectares,
Sector

and Production
21,333 ha
Agriculture
Rice

NEWH
of deal

Done

Summary

and References

In 2005, China's Hubei State Farm Agribusiness Corp established a rice farm on 1,000 ha of

land provided by the Government of Mozambique, in the Ponela section of the Xai-Xai irrigation
system. Hubei SFAC subsequently formed Lianfeng Overseas Agricultural Development Co Ltd,

to expand its activities in Mozambique and other countries in Africa. The project did not advance,
leading private company Wanbao Grain And Oils Co to take over in 2012, through its Mozambican
subsidiary Wanbao Africa Agriculture Development, Limitada (WAADL). The company was given
another 333 ha to develop rice, soybeans and other cash crops. In December 2012 it then signed a
contract with the Mozambican government to lease 20,000 ha of land for a rice farm in the same
area, with a 50-year lease. In 2013, Wanbao Grain and Qils Co sold 95% of its share in WAADL

to a Mauritian company called Trés Fontes Investment, Limited, 5% of the company remains with
the businessman Shungong Chai. The owners of Trés Fontes are not known because of company
secrecy laws in Mauritius. Local NGOs say the project will displace more than 80,000 small farm-
ers and that its use of water for irrigation, which is not restricted, will bring drought to farmers that
share the same water source.

http://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/Brautigam%20%20Zhang_Green%20Dreams.pdf
http.//farmlandgrab.org/post/view,/22864
http./www.lse.ac.uk/IDEAS/programmes/africaProgramme/pdfs/Sergio-Chichava---Occasional-
Paper-2.pdf
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