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International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC)
Agricultural Biodiversity Working Group
The contribution made by farmers, pastoralists, forest dwellers, fishers and other small-scale food providers to the conservation, development and sustainable use of biodiversity for food and agriculture
CSO Thematic Study
Contribution to FAO’s report “State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture (SoW-BFA)” (publication expected in 2017)
The Secretariat of FAO’s Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA) has commissioned the IPC to prepare this study, which will be the Civil Society contribution to the first report on FAO’s State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture (SoW-BFA), due to be published in 2017 The FAO report aims to break down the silos of sectoral approaches and take a comprehensive approach for all biodiversity for food and agriculture across all sectors and agro-ecosystems, presenting current knowledge, identifying gaps and providing an analysis of the current situation and the causes of changes. Our report will provide a summary of the perspectives of civil society organisations including social movements (CSOs) about biodiversity for food and agriculture. It will present summaries of experiences about what CSOs and, in particular, small-scale food providers in all types of production and harvesting systems, are doing to develop and defend biodiversity for food and agriculture, above and below ground and in waters. It will analyse the nature and impact of the drivers of loss of biodiversity for food and agriculture, as perceived by civil society. It will present what has helped mobilise and enable communities to sustain and improve biodiversity for food and agriculture for use today and by future generations.
A. BACKGROUND
The report on the State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture (SoW-BFA) is being prepared, at the request of governments, by FAO’s Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, for publication in 2017. Other reports on the ‘State of the World’s genetic resources for food and agriculture’ have been published. These are sectoral reports on: plants (twice and a third is planned); livestock (once and a second is planned); forest genetic resources (just published); and a new study on aquatic genetic resources for food and agriculture is underway. This is the first “State of the World” report to break down the silos of sectoral approaches and take a comprehensive approach for all biodiversity for food and agriculture across all sectors and food-producing ecosystems.
“Biodiversity for food and agriculture
” is the sub-set of biodiversity developed by or co-evolving with people in all types of environments (and at all levels – varieties/breeds, crops/livestock/fish, food-producing ecosystems) on land above and below ground, in inland waters and in the sea. It embraces not only all species harvested by people (crop, livestock, forest, fish, aquatic, fungal, insect etc.) but also the support species – e.g. pollinators, predators, soil microorganisms and the ecosystem functions provided by these species – which enable the harvested species to flourish. It takes into account the different ways land and water resources are used for production, and also cultural diversity, which influences human interactions at all levels
The FAO Report will focus on: 
· the interactions between the different sectors (plant, animal, aquatic and forest) and on cross-sectoral matters and will use an ecosystem approach; 

· studying the contribution that all types of ‘biodiversity for food and agriculture’ and their interactions make to food security, livelihoods and environmental health as well as to the sustainability, resilience and adaptability of production systems; 
· covering all dimensions of ‘biodiversity for food and agriculture.
Like other “State of the World” reports it will: 
1. present a summary of the current state; 
2. identify ‘gaps in knowledge’;

3. provide an analysis of the current situation and the causes of changes. 
It may be accompanied by a global action plan to address identified priority activities. This should be translated into national plans. There will be a reporting mechanism back to the Commission.
THE TIMELINE FOR THE FAO REPORT

· 2014: gather information in; 
· 2015: process the information and prepare a draft report; 
· 2016: put this report out for consultation and then finalise it in time for the 16th Commission meeting.
It is a ground-breaking report that will address the fundamental objectives of the Commission. It will be an important contribution to the UN’s Decade on Biodiversity
B. CSO THEMATIC STUDY
A CSO background thematic study has been commissioned by FAO through the IPC Agricultural Biodiversity working group. It will be one of several studies. These will inform the preparation of the FAO report and may be posted online as Information Documents for the 16th Commission meeting. It is the first time civil society has been called on to participate in preparing a briefing paper that will contribute to a State of the World report on biodiversity for food and agriculture.
This thematic study for FAO’s State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture (SoW-BFA) will provide a summary of the perspectives of civil society organisations including social movements (CSOs) about biodiversity for food and agriculture. It will present summaries of experiences about what CSOs and, in particular, small-scale food providers in all types of production and harvesting systems, are doing to develop and defend biodiversity for food and agriculture. It will analyse the nature and impact of the drivers of loss of biodiversity for food and agriculture, as perceived by civil society. It will analyse what has helped mobilise and enable communities to sustain and improve biodiversity for food and agriculture for use today and by future generations.
C. OUTLINE OF ISSUES TO BE COVERED BY STUDY
The IPC Agricultural Biodiversity Working Group has highlighted issues that CSOs considered useful for inclusion in the CSO thematic study.
·  ‘In-situ’ management of biodiversity for food and agriculture
· Awareness raising
· Research/Knowledge/Innovation
· Resourcing (both research and implementation)
· Markets (market power/concentration; role of markets)
· Legal / Policy / Governance
STRUCTURE OF DOCUMENT
From these issues a draft Table of Contents was developed (see Annex).
It is proposed that the paper be structured as follows:
1.
Our perception of what is biodiversity for food and agriculture?
2. What organisations of peasants / farmers, fishers, pastoralists, forest dwellers, urban gardeners etc and civil society are doing to sustain and develop biodiversity for food and agriculture?
3.
How is the ‘state of biodiversity for food and agriculture’ changing? What is the situation now?
4.
What is causing these changes? (What are the threats to biodiversity for food and agriculture)
5.
What are the challenges faced and actions being taken by peasant organisations and civil society?
In addition, among other annexes etc, we will include a ‘Lexicon’ that unpacks the meanings of the terms used and describes more fully what the institutions, whose acronyms/abbreviations litter the literature, are, and our perception of what they do, or should do from our perspective.
Throughout the paper, our CSO experiences, knowledge and analysis will form the main body of the text. Where there are interesting experiences of the formal sector that we would wish to highlight, we will include these as ‘information boxes’. 
The paper will be prepared based on the content outlined above and developed further in the annexed draft Table of Contents. It would mainly contain ‘testimonials’ and other information derived from social movements / CSOs and other sources. A meta-analysis of the issues, based on the information, would be developed, chapter by chapter.
A writers’ team has been set up by the IPC, guided by an editorial group.
D. TIMELINE
­ August 2014: report to FAO with draft Table of Contents (Completed)
­ September/October 2014: data/ peasant testimonies collection /compiling information; drafting text
­ November 2014: hold writers workshop – prepare first draft
­Mid-November 2014: possible validation meeting at Agroecology Forum, Centre Nyéléni, Mali (tbc)
­ End-November 2014: interim report to FAO
­ December: draft report to FAO
CONTACTS
Patrick Mulvany: patrickmulvany@clara.co.uk 
Maryam Rahmanian: maryam@cenesta.org
Bob Brac: brac@bede-asso.org 
ANNEX: CSO THEMATIC STUDY 
The contribution made by farmers, pastoralists, forest dwellers, fishers and other small-scale food providers to the conservation, development and sustainable use of biodiversity for food and agriculture
DRAFT TABLE OF CONTENTS
Preface
Prelims 
Summary

1. What is biodiversity for food and agriculture? 
Civil society perspectives on biodiversity for food and agriculture: e.g.
· Scope of Biodiversity for Food and Agriculure (genetic, species, ecosystem) target and support species – above/below ground, in waters; social, environmental, economic
· Humans beings are a part of biodiversity for food and agriculture, not outside it
· Underpins the system of production and consumption: people ‘cultivate biodiversity’ and it forms the basis of all diets
· Culture, identity, values, traditions, joy, pleasure, taste
· Health, diet/nutrition, traditional medicines
· Used to: feed humans, animals, build housing, fibre, fuel etc.
· Dependent on access to land and water
· Strategy of small-scale food provision for reducing risks and costs and sustaining production of healthy foods.
2. What are the organisations of small-scale food providers and civil society doing to sustain and develop biodiversity for food and agriculture?
Testimonies and other information/ evidence drawn from a wide range of food systems, agroecosystems, geography, social groups, about activities and impact on: e.g.
· Dynamic management of biodiversity for food and agriculture on-farm, in garden, on the range, in-forests, in productive waters/ restoring mangroves etc
· Local innovations / ecological production systems / local food webs
· Community seed banks – local seed houses/local seed multiplication; livestock improvements/exchange breeding animals; development/provision of indigenous fish seed stocks etc
· Awareness raising among peasant / small-scale food provider organisations
· Networks of exchange of knowledge and breeds/seeds, sharing, solidarity
· Building local/regional/cross-border markets, autonomous food systems / food webs
· Awareness raising among the public/consumers/citizens – improving biodiversity-supportive markets
· Defending collective rights; developing new legal frameworks suited to biodiversity for food and agriculture
3. How is the state of biodiversity for food and agriculture changing? What is the situation now?
Testimonies and other material that show the changing situation and impact of changes (in recent memory), in e.g.:
· Monitoring changes in biodiversity for food and agriculture, related ecosystem functions and changes in landscape/watershed use; pesticide/agrochemical/technologies used
· Reduced access to seed / livestock breeds / fish seed etc
· Less diversity in the market – ‘biodiversity-blind’ markets
· Changing demand / diets
· Human health, because of changing diets
4. What is causing these changes? (threats to biodiversity for food and agriculture)
Testimonies and other material that describe the threats and analyse the common threads of cause and effects: e.g.
· Climate change 
· Land and water grabs
· Industrial monocultures
· Mainstream science and technologies 
· Wars
· Natural and man-made disasters
· Market power/concentration
· Public policies
· Legislation – criminalisation of peasant production
· Trade systems
· Less labour and less knowledge due to migration, HIV/Aids other pandemic illnesses, etc.
· HIV/AIDS and other pandemic illnesses

· Impacts of IPRs and of the global transmission of pathogens resulting from the globalisation of markets and exchanges

5. What are the challenges faced and actions being taken by the organisations of small-scale food providers and civil society?
Testimonies and other material that describe Civil Society actions: e.g.

· Developing new ‘tools’ to manage biodiversity for food and agriculture
· Monitoring zones/species in danger of erosion
· Working to change laws and prejudicial policies
· Developing public policies to support biodiversity for food and agriculture
· Citizens’ watch on potentially harmful new technologies
· Working to develop a new paradigm of science and technology
6. Role and Responsibility of States
Annexes
· Lexicon
· References
· Expanded case studies
· Key CSO documents
· Methodology
� From the perspective of the IPC working group, ”Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture” is synonymous with “Agricultural Biodiversity” as defined by CBD, FAO and others: see, for example: � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/doc/case-studies/agr/cs-agr-1998-12-rpt.pdf" �https://www.cbd.int/doc/case-studies/agr/cs-agr-1998-12-rpt.pdf� ; � HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/docrep/x2775e/X2775E03.htm" �http://www.fao.org/docrep/x2775e/X2775E03.htm�  .
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